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From the Publisher…
We are so proud to present today’s special section on
Grant County’s 150th anniversary, and there are so many
people to thank.
First, a big round of applause goes to Lindsey Stanton, director of the Grant County Museum. Ms. Stanton
runs a first-rate museum that never ceases to amaze
those who stop by. From school groups to out-of-town
visitors, they all come away singing the museum’s
praises. In addition, without Ms. Stanton and the backing of the museum, our 150 th celebration would not be
happening. Because of that, we are donating 10 percent
of the revenue in this section to the museum.
Next, we want to thank Jim Lancaster. The Headlight
ran a three-part series about Mr. Lancaster last year,
and it could have been many more parts because he is
such a dynamic individual. He’s also a historian who has
written two books, and he has graciously offered his assistance in the production of this special section. Either
he’s lived it, or he’s researched it, and that knowledge
and expertise shines through in everything he has written for this section.
We also want to thank Ms. Stanton again and Jace Goins, the museum’s office manager, both of whom contributed to the section with their own research and writing
and their ideas as we planned the section, not to mention
their walking-around knowledge of the county and their
ability to reach out and find that next interesting story.
Then there are our readers. Thank you for picking up
a newspaper and staying informed about what’s going on
in our county – not to mention, keeping us on our toes.
And last but not least, we want to thank our advertisers. When you see a Headlight advertiser, give them a
shout out. They are THE reason we are able to bring you
the news each week – and this special section – and the
reason our community is able to have a newspaper at all.
Certainly, advertisers get something for their ad dollars,
and you are a smarter consumer because of the advertising that runs in our paper, but trust us, without advertisers, newspapers dry up and blow away, as they have in
so many communities. Thankfully, that is not the case
here. Advertisers have been supporting The Headlight
since 1881. We’re the oldest business in the county and
almost as old as the county itself! So, thank you to everyone who helps make us possible!
Grant County is a wonderful place to call home, and
we are happy to present this journalistic celebration
of its 150 th birthday. So, brew yourself another pot of
coffee and enjoy!

150 Years of Grant County History
COURTSEY OF THE
GRANT COUNTY MUSEUM

Before 1869, local residents had
to conduct government business at
county seats in Malvern, Benton, or
Pine Bluff – the area that is now Grant
County was once part of Hot Spring,
Saline, and Jefferson counties.
Trips to distant courthouses by
horse were long and tiring, and Grant
County Museum director, Elwin
Goolsby said the
idea developed to
form a new county
with a centrally located courthouse.
On April 25, 1868,
a petition was submitted to the Arkansas General Assembly requesting
that a new county
be established to
be called Grant
that would contain
639 square miles.
The bill to create the county was
introduced by Dr.
John W. Harrison in
the House of Representatives and
Enoch H. Vance Sr.
in the Senate. Harrison was from Sandy
Springs, now the town of Leola, and
represented the 13th District. Vance was
from Saline County and represented the
21st District.
The bill was approved and signed
by Republican Governor Powell
Clayton on February 4, 1869. The
county was named for Union General
Ulysses S. Grant. The act also named
the permanent county seat in honor of
Union General Philip H. Sheridan.
“Selection of the name Grant for
the new county and the location
for the county seat was accepted

with silent objection by most local
residents,” Goolsby said. “Some,
however, disagreed and became
quite outspoken on the issue.”
An opposing faction planned
to name the new county “Anson”
in honor of Anson County, North
Carolina, the original home of
many DeKalb Township residents.
The county seat would be named
“Poe” in honor of William E. Poe
of DeKalb Township.

“Their efforts were futile from the
beginning,” Goolsby said. “Resentment and disappointment continued
long after the bill was passed.”
Several counties assigned Republican
names were later changed after the Democrats returned to power. For example,
Clayton became Clay County and Dorsey
was changed to Cleveland County. But
the name Grant County remained.
Goolsby said the explanation is
contained in a letter to County Judge
Otto Cearley in 1945 from Tom W.
Campbell, a Little Rock lawyer, “Why
have the Democratic Legislatures

never changed the name of Grant
County? It is because of the kindness
General Grant showed to General Lee
and his defeated Confederate Army
when they surrendered to General
Grant at Appomattox Courthouse in
April 1865. Grant could have put that
defeated Army in their tattered gray
uniforms in concentration camps behind prison walls and hanged General
Lee and his officers; but he didn’t. He
put them all upon their honor as men
and took their word
that they would not
engage in further
fighting and told
them to take their
horses and ride
them home and
use them to make
their crops, and later, when Radicals
at Washington ordered General Lee
arrested and tried
for treason, General Grant told them
if they did that he
would resign his
position as head
of the U.S. Army
and defend General
Lee and see that
he and his Army
in Gray were allowed to go home
and live in peace in accordance with
the terms of their surrender. No son
of a Confederate soldier – and I am
one – would want to change the name
of General Grant toward Lee and his
Legion in Gray.”
Commissioners were selected to
acquire land and establish a place
of government. The first commissioners were T.A. Morris, John W.
Harrison, and W.M. Allison. The
land for the county seat was obtained from L.M. Veazey and A.N.
See Grant County History, page 4
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We, the elected leaders of Grant County, are honored to serve you, the citizens of our wonderful
county. We understand that we stand on the shoulders of the many leaders who came before us and
faithfully served this county for the past century and a half. We thank them for their service and
perseverance. It is our solemn commitment to preserve and defend our legacy and the quality of life
we enjoy here and to hand to the next generation of leaders and residents a county that is safe and
sound and always ready for a brighter tomorrow.

Happy Birthday, Grant County!
Grant County Judge
Grant County Sheriﬀ

Grant County Assessor
Grant County Treasurer
Grant County & Circuit Clerk

http://www.grantcountyar.com
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Tidbits of Grant County’s colorful history
A timeline of events from 1869 to 2019
BY JIM LANCASTER
SPECIAL TO THE HEADLIGHT

1869 – Governor Powell
Clayton signed a bill creating
Grant County and designating
Sheridan as the county seat.
1869 – At an organizational
meeting at the storehouse of
Enoch Vance, local leaders
Littleton Veasey and A. N.
Harris gave adjoining tracts
of land to form the City of
FROM PAGE 2
Sheridan for a permanent
Harris. Veazey gave 40 acres of his A temporary courthouse was set up in county seat.

GRANT COUNTY HISTORY

land and Harris gave 80 acres.
Goolsby said some reports indicate a portion of Harris’ property
was deeded back after commissioners decided the land lay too far east.
Blocks 300 feet square were laid
out in Sheridan into 12 lots 50 x 150
feet each and sold by the commissioners to finance the new government.
Block 28 was to contain public buildings with lots facing it to be sold for
$50 each, Goolsby said.
The first Grant County officials
were appointed by Governor Clayton. They were Judge T.A. Morris,
Clerk, E.H. Vance Jr., Sheriff T.W.
Quinn, Treasurer Thomas Page,
Coroner J. Holliman, Assessor J.H.
Burk, and Surveyor L.G. Williams.
The officials met in Vance’s’ storehouse for about a year and then
assembled on the northwest corner
of Main and Center streets in a
building owned by W.M. Allison,
according to Goolsby. At that time
plans were drawn for a courthouse
to be located on Block 28.
Since the establishment of the
first local government, Grant County has been home to four courthouse
buildings. The first courthouse
was lost to fire and another was
condemned only ten years after it
was constructed.
The first courthouse was built on the
present town square in Sheridan and
is believed to have faced east toward
Main Street. The frame, two-story
structure measured 40 by 50 feet and
cost about $3,500. A wooden jail,
presumably made of logs, was built
near the courthouse for $1,295.
The exact date the first courthouse
was built is not noted, but Goolsby said
once the courthouse was constructed
that Sheridan and Grant County began
attracting new residents.
Goolsby presented a letter from
S.W. Merritt that appeared in the Arkansas Gazette on July 15, 1873, that
proudly described this new growth,
“…it comprises in all, twelve civil
townships with an area of about six
hundred and thirty square miles,
good health, and fine water; and as
good substantial, quiet, law abiding
citizens as can be found in any
country. In our social circles, we
are blessed with a highly cultivated state of morals. The county is
sparsely settled but that is owing to
the fact that we have no Niagara, no
Saratoga, not even a railroad thoroughfare to bring our great farming
and manufacturing facilities into
notice and draw immigration, though
our great New Orleans, Little Rock
and St. Louis Railroad will readily
overcome this difficulty, and that
time is near, almost at hand when
the attention of farmers, mechanics, manufactures and artisans will
throng to our beloved county.”
Merritt continued, “Now, what
about our good little capital. Sheridan
was neither necessarily nor accidentally located where it is, but after due
deliberation the above mentioned
commissioners selected for its beauty
and health, the ground upon which it
now stands, and too as the most convenient place for its capital, a small
delightful table land, with fine water.”
At the time of Merritt’s letter, two
storehouses had been constructed and
dwellings were going up right and left
around the area. The sheriff, T.W. Quinn,
had built a hotel and was considering
the construction of a grist and saw mill.
Merritt had ordered the lumber for his
house, a small cottage with three rooms.
Immediate plans called for a “fine male
and female high school” and a railroad
to run near Big Creek Church.
“In fact everything conspires to
bright future for Sheridan,” Merritt
stated. “It is bound to become a city
of great importance, and a more moral
town cannot be found. Preaching
regular and several denominations of
Christians, Baptist, Presbyterian and
Methodist; no swearing, no fighting,
and no getting intoxicated; the citizens
have even passed resolutions to not
support a tippling shop, to the great discomfort of some few of the visitors.”
On the night of March 13, 1877, the
courthouse, which also served as a post
office, was mysteriously destroyed by
fire. “Some suspected arson, although
it was never proved,” Goolsby said.
All county records up to that time were
destroyed which was a tragic setback.
Nine courthouses in Arkansas burned
during the 1870’s. Four of the, including our first building, burned in 1877.
As soon as work crews could be organized the cleanup operation began.

a building on the northeast corner of
Center and Oak streets. It was three
years before another courthouse was
constructed on the original site.
SECOND COURTHOUSE
The second Grant County Courthouse was a two-story frame building measuring 40 feet square that
faced Main Street to the east. The
building was completed in 1880
and cost $1,680. The contractor
was T.L. Cole, who was directed by
Commissioners L.H. Kemp, J.W.A.
Hood and Nathan Nall.
After the loss of the first courthouse to fire, a separate building
was built to hold county records.
The record building was located on
Enoch Vance
the Square and is believed to have
been built with sawed timbers bound
together with metal rods, Goolsby
said. The record building remained
on the square and Goolsby noted
perhaps it was moved when the 1909
courthouse was constructed.
A building which early 20th Century residents called the “calaboose”
was located about 75 yards east of
present U.S. Highway 167 on Bell
Street about 1909-1910. Goolsby
said this may have been the records
building once found on the square.
In 1894, J.A. Waddell recalled his
memories of the building, which he
noted was built from 2-inch by 4-inch
boards laid together on the wide
Littleton Veasey
side like logs. Iron bars were driven
1871 – First Grant County
through every six to seven inches to
hold the boards together. The build- Courthouse was built at a cost of
ing had a reinforced door, a 12-inch $3500. There is no available phosquare window and a flat roof.
to of this courthouse building.
“When I remember it, we called
1877 – That first courthouse
it a jail, and I guess that’s what it
looked like to a small boy. I believe
Second
it was torn down after a short time
Courthouse
at that place,” Waddell said.
FIRST BRICK JAIL
A new brick jail was constructed
in October of 1885 to replace an earlier log structure. Logs from the old
jail were used in the construction of
a house on the southeast corner of
Main and High streets in Sheridan.
The new jail was located on the
west side of the Square and was
built by Pauly Jail Building and
Manufacturing Company of St.
Louis, Missouri. The cost of the
new jail was $3,400.
“Prisoners were detained in
an iron cage that had walls and a
top made of metal bars which did
not reach the ceiling,” Goolsby
described. “Since the cage was in
the center, a walkway called the
runaround was formed on all four
sides. Prisoners were allowed to
exercise in this space.” The heavy
iron entry door was locked with a
sliding bolt and oversized padlock,
but despite safety measures the jail
did not always hold its prisoners.
“A cotton buyer in town got a
little intoxicated with brew one time
during the cotton-buying season.
The town marshal arrested him a
put him in jail,” Dan Nall related of
one particular escape. “He wasn’t
in there very long until he kicked a
hole in jail house and crawled out.
He said he couldn’t afford to stay
in jail during cotton-buying time
because that was the only way he
had to make a living. That old hole
stayed in the jail for a long time.”
The jail was sold to Tom Nall of
Sheridan for $800 and torn down.
The second courthouse was demolished and its lumber used to build a
residence on the southeast corner of
Main and Center Streets in Sheridan.
THIRD COURTHOUSE
The third Grant County Courthouse was a grand two-story brick
structure built in 1909. The building faced north on Center Street.
The imposing red brick structure
measured 60 by 90 feet and was
commissioned by J.W. Donham,
J.B. Shaw, and J.M. Nixon.
The general contractor was the
firm of Monk and Rickey of Pine
Bluff. The building cost $55,340
and was constructed in a modified
late Victorian architectural style.
A massive tower on the front contained the first public clock and
the tower was also used to store
records and books and as a consultation space for lawyer using the
second-floor courtroom.
“The clock had to wound by hand and
occasionally ran down when someone forgot to wind it,” Goolsby said. “In 1953 the
old time-piece was converted to electricity
with one electric motor used for winding
and another for striking.” The clock began
See Grant County History, page 7

burned on March 13, 1877. A
temporary courthouse was
created in a building on the
northwest corner of Center
and Oak streets.
1880 – The second courthouse was completed at a cost
of $1,680.
1881 – The first newspaper
in the county was established
at Sheridan. First called the
Sheridan Spy, it was renamed
the Sheridan Headlight. The
paper is the oldest surviving
business in Grant County, as
well as its only newspaper.
Former Sheridan Mayor
Dalton Walker was the owner
and publisher of the Headlight for 35 years after the
Great Depression years.
1885 – A brick jail costing
$3,400 replaced an earlier
frame structure and served the
county until 1938. The jail on
the courthouse square allowed
people to look in on prisoners
and shame them at times.
1886 – Robert M. Rodgers,
who fought and was injured
in the Civil War, established
the Sheridan Commercial
Normal School. The school
set the pattern for a college,
and in 1919 it became the
Missionary Baptist College. The college conducted classes until 1934. The
College building was sold to
Sheridan School District and
made into the grade school.
In the 1950’s a fire in the
night completely destroyed
this building.
1887 – The City of Sheridan
was incorporated on August
26, 1887, and the first town
council meeting was held in
the courthouse on October 14,
1887. The 1880 census showed
the City of Sheridan had a
population of 42.
1896 –
John L.
McClellan,
who became
a famous U.
S. Congressman and
Senator, was
born on a
Grant County farm near
Sheridan.

He served a combined 34 years
in congress and was famous for
fighting corruption.
1899 – Missouri-Pacific Railroad
began building a railroad from
Benton to Sheridan and on to Pine
Bluff. This railroad connected

hauled logs, lumber, freight and
mail. And local people could ride
the caboose to Benton or Pine
Bluff for a small fee. The pictured
Sheridan Depot was located
where the Sheridan White Rock
Bagging Plant is currently located
at the corner of Oklahoma Street
and Highway 270.

Sheridan Depot

John L. McClellan

to other lines in Benton and Pine
Bluff. This made a major impact
on the economy and commerce
in Grant County. The railroad

1903 – Grant County Bank
was chartered with $15,000 in
capital, the capital was raised
by selling 600 shares of stock at
$25 a share. J. F. H. Wilson was
the first president of the bank.
Grant County Bank was sold in
1994, and after several acquisitions, it is now a branch of US
Bank at the original location

See Tidbits, page 5
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Grant County in the 1960’s.
FROM PAGE 4

Witt Stephens
Grant County Bank

on Oak Street. Several former
Grant County Bank employees
were involved in the startup of
Peoples Bank in the year 2000.
1905 – Rock Island Railroad
built a railroad in western
Grant County with depots in
Poyen and Leola. This railroad hauled logs, lumber, and
freight, but was abandoned and
the rails were removed in 1983.
1907 – Some large timber
companies, like Nickey Brothers Timber Company from
Chicago, started building logging railroads through the forests of Grant County. Called
trams, these tracks connected
to the larger railroads and
moved logs from remote
areas to the big mills in other
cities and states. The logging
railroads were temporary, and
after logging an area, they
were removed and rebuilt in
another area to be logged.
1907 – The City of Leola was
incorporated after changing
its name from Sandy Springs.
The name Leola came from a
small girl of that area, Alice
Leola Cunningham, who had
died in a fire the year before.
1908 – The City of Poyen
was named by a railroad man
who was the descendent of a
Frenchman named Joseph
Rochemont de Poyen. The
community there was previously called Crossroads.
A new school was built the
following year.
1909 – Construction began
on a new, red-brick Grant
County courthouse on the site
of the previous courthouses.
This building had a clock tower that had a weight – driven
clock with a six foot clock-face.
The clock had a four and a
half foot, brass bell that struck
every hour, on the hour, and
could be heard for 2-3 miles.

1913 – Sheridan Schools built
a two-story, red brick building
that served as the high school
and remains today as the 1913
Administrative Building of
Sheridan Schools.
1922 – The Sheridan Headlight announced the organization of a Ku Klux Klan (KKK)
in Grant County. Another
was formed in Leola.
1923 – J. L. Williams built
two large lumber mills in
Sheridan, one for oak lumber
and one for pine lumber. J.
L. Williams & Sons Lumber
Co. became a major employer
for 40 years before closing
in the 1960’s. This photo is of
the Williams oak mill in the
1940’s. It was located where
the Anthony Hardwood Components Plant is now.

Williams Oak Mill
1926 – The north/south road
through Sheridan, Grant
County and beyond was
designated as U. S. Highway
167. Four years later, the east/
west road was designated as
U. S. Highway 270.
1933 – Witt Stephens,
who was raised on a Prattsville farm and who began
his career selling
belt
buckles and bibles, created
Stephens Incorporated. Stephens Inc. became an internationally known investment
company, one of the largest
in the United States. Witt
also wanted to help Grant
County people to have jobs, so
he worked with local people
to help bring three plants to

1933 – A depression-era CCC
(Civilian Conservation Corps.)
camp was located in northern
Grant County to employ men
that were out-of-work. The
men planted trees, built roads,
bridges, and fire lookout towers. The public works program
lasted until 1941.
1935 – In Grapevine, two
men were murdered and
two more injured at a dance
where a fight broke out at
midnight. The notorious
Busche Brothers (ex-cons
from Missouri) killed Alva
Appling and Newton Pierce
and injured two others. Six
days after the Grapevine
killing, the Busche brothers
were killed in a shootout with
a farmer and his volunteer
posse in the El Paso Community of Faulkner County
Arkansas. Why they chose
to go to the Grapevine dance
was never known.
1937 – Minnie B. Clark became the first woman Sheriff
of Grant County. Her husband, Sheriff Paul Clark, died
while in office and Minnie was
appointed to fill out the term.
1943 – During WW II, on
March 12, 1943, a US Army
B-17 Flying Fortress Bomber
crashed in Grant County in the
Corinth Community, killing all
nine crewmen. The plane was
on a mission from Kansas to
Florida. A spectacular memorial park has been built at the
crash site on county road 51.
1946 – Baptism at Jenkin’s
Ferry swimming hole on
Saline River was a common
practice of churches in Grant
County. In this photo First
Baptist Church of Sheridan
baptized nineteen converts.
Sheridan resident Sue
Mathews Parsley says she is
one of those in this picture.
1949 - East End School was

Happy 150th Grant County!
Tires * Oil Changes
Leveling Kits * Alternators/Starters
Transmission Service
Alignments * Brakes * Shocks/Struts
Heater/AC Service * Belts/Hoses * Batteries
Coolant Systems * Diagnostics * Engine Repair
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consolidated into Sheridan
Schools. In the same year,
Tull School was consolidated
into Bauxite Schools. At that
time many questioned why
East End School in Saline
County would consolidate
with Sheridan Schools in
Grant County, while Tull
School in Grant County would
consolidate with Bauxite
Schools in Saline County.
1950 – Jimmy Koon, a local
jeweler who maintained the
Grant County Courthouse
clock for about 60 years,
converted the weight-driven
historic clock to have electric
motors. When he was only 12
years old he began climbing
into the clock tower twice
a week to hand-wind the
clock. Jimmy Koon’s father
had founded Koon’s Jewelry,
which is one of the oldest
businesses in Grant County,
having now had four generations of the family in the
business. This photo shows

industrial sites. This sixty year
old organization is still active and
just recently bought a 50-acre site
on the Sheridan 167 bypass for
future economic development.
1958 – The Sheridan High
School basketball team won
the State Championship. Jerry
Carlton, of that team, went on to
be a star at the University of Arkansas, scoring over 1000 points
in his four years as a Razorback. Jerry Carlton was inducted into the Arkansas Sports
Hall of Fame in 2011. That high
school team was known as the
Jerry team – besides Jerry
Carlton, other team members
were Jerry Humphries, Jerry
Crouse, and Jerry Brewer.
1961 – Jenkin’s Ferry Battleground on Saline River was
made a State Park of Arkan-

sas by legislative act.
1962 – John Thurmond
McCool, a prominent but
controversial businessman in
Pine Bluff, was found murdered in Hardin Cemetery
east of Sheridan. McCool, who
was born in Grant County,
was rebuilding his life after
serving a prison sentence for
forgery of state warrants. Rumors were that it was a mob
killing because he knew too
much. His murder remains
unsolved and is listed as one
of the top ten unsolved crimes
in Arkansas history.
1963 – Arkansas Louisiana
Gas Company built a large
plant in Sheridan to manufacture gas regulators and
gas meters. The plant was

See Tidbits, page 6

Wishing grant
County a Happy

150th
Jimmy Koon
the late Jimmy Koon with the
old winding crank and drum
from the original Seth Thomas clock made in 1910.
1957 – A group of local
leaders organized the Grant
County Industrial Development Corp., a private,
non-profit organization, to
work for creating jobs and
bringing industry and business to Grant County. This
group has been successful in
negotiating several new industries, creating thousands
of jobs. GCIDC also purchases
land and redevelops it into
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later sold to Kohler Inc. to
make kitchen & bathroom
faucets in this plant – Kohler
now employees 900 people in
four plants in Sheridan. In
this same period the West
Bend Company built a large
plant in Sheridan to make
cookware. This plant is now
Centria that makes building
materials. These plants started the conversion to manufacturing jobs in Grant County.

1964 – Cox Creek Lake was
built near Leola by the Arkansas Game & Fish Commission. The lake contains about
300 surface acres of water and
has a fishing pier for children
and senior citizens.
1964 – A huge white gravel
deposit was discovered in the
southern part of the county,
this gravel and sand became
a valuable natural resource
in Grant County. The brightwhite sand and gravel are
attractive for landscape uses
and golf courses.
1964 – The famous, German-born and NASA rocket
scientist, Werner von Braun,
came to Grant County to go deer
hunting at the Williams Hunting
Camp on Saline River. A NASA
employee had contacted a Sheridan resident, Owen Williams,
to secretly arrange the trip. Von
Braun was the lead scientist
credited with putting the men on
the moon in 1969. For security
reasons his deer hunt was kept
secret until it was over.
1964 – The 1909 Grant County
Courthouse was demolished
and a new Victorian style
structure was built on the
same site as all previous courthouses. The red bricks and
historic clock of the 1909 building were reused in building the
new attractive courthouse.
1970 – The Grant County Museum was created in an old church
building in Sheridan. Elwin

Elwin Goolsby - Founder of the
Grant County Museum

Goolsby, a teacher at Prattsville
School, had begun collecting
historical relics in his classroom,
which led to his creation of the
Grant County Museum.
1972 – Grant County native
son, Ray Thornton, was elected
to the U. S. Congress after
serving one term of Arkansas
Attorney General. Ray would
later be appointed President of
Arkansas State University, then
President of the University of
Arkansas, and finally elected to
the Arkansas Supreme Court.

Ray Thornton
1982 – The Sheridan/Grant
County Airport was constructed east of Sheridan on
Highway 270. A few years later
the runway was extended to
accommodate larger planes.
1983 – The railroad form
Benton through Sheridan and
on to Pine Bluff was abandoned
and the rails were removed.
Trucking had replaced much
of the business of the railroad,
hauling most of the freight,
logs, lumber and mail previously hauled by the trains.
1985 – Grapevine School was consolidated into Sheridan Schools.
1987 – Leola School was consolidated into Sheridan Schools.
1987 – A California aircraft
components company, Rohr
Inc., built a large plant east
of Sheridan with a projected
employment of 300. The plant
manufactured parts for the
commercial airline makers.
After two ownership changes, the plant is now owned by
Kohler Inc. and is a distribution center for Kohler products.
1988 – When Sheridan Mayor Dalton Walker resigned
for health reasons, Joe Wise,
the Treasurer-Recorder,
became mayor to fill out the
unexpired term – then he ran
for the office and was elected.
Mayor Wise, who was born
in Indiana, had been elected
Treasurer-Recorder in 1970,
and counting both offices, he
has served the City of Sheridan for 49 years. He has run
for election thirteen times and
has never had an opponent.
1990 – People of Grant County were stunned when four
Sheridan High School students
committed suicide in a period
of four weeks. This was clearly
one of the darkest periods in
the history of Grant County
and Sheridan High School.
1990 – The Sheridan Recreation Center was built by the
City of Sheridan. It was paid

for with a one percent local
option sales tax.
1993 – The Grant County
Museum dedicated the W. R.
“Witt” Stephens Administrative
& Exhibit Building. The Stephens
Family assisted with funding this
building. The Shackleford family
had donated the land for the new
Grant County Museum, and for
Heritage Square, a collection of
historic buildings of Grant County.
1994 – Prattsville School
was consolidated into Sheridan Schools.
1998 – Grant County had
no jail, so the City of Sheridan built the Sheridan
Detention Center which holds
local prisoners, plus state and
federal inmates. The Center
has a capacity of 120 and some
“work-release” inmates do public work for the city and county.
1999 – Grant County Judge
Kemp Nall had a kidney
transplant that saved his life
– his sister donated the kidney. Perhaps Judge Nall was
the only Grant County official
in history to have an organ
transplant while in office. He
served as County Judge until
his death in 2016.
2001 – An extraordinary
collection of WWII weapons
and vehicles were given to
the Grant County Museum by
a WWII veteran from Little
Rock, Richard Harrison. For a
about forty years Harrison had
collected and restored these
sixty weapons and nineteen
vehicles – many of the weapons
were captured from enemies,
and several of the vehicles had
been in combat during the
war. A written history of each
weapon and each vehicle has
created one of the best military
exhibits in the United States.

building near the courthouse
was purchased. The renovated
building is named the Grant
County Justice Complex, and
contains offices for the sheriff,
the prosecutors, the judges,
and an additional courtroom.
2005 – International Paper
Company, a timber company
that owned about 35% of the
land in Grant County, sold
approximately 100,000 acres of
Grant County timberland to a
company named RMS (Resource Management Company.)
This was the largest single land
sale in Grant County history.
2007 – Poyen native son,
Justin Moore, rose to the top of
country music with a number
one record, “Small Town USA.”
And in 2014 he was named
“Best New Artist” by the Academy of Country Music.

County Sheriff and still
serves in that office.
2010 – Sheridan timberman
Shelby Taylor and his Grape-

See Tidbits, page 7

“150” Grant County

Justin Moore
2010 – Ray Vance, whose
great, great grandfather was
a brother of Enoch Vance,
one of the founders of Gant
County in 1869, became Grant

Grant County
2002 – The Poyen High
School basketball team won
the Division 2A State Basketball Championship.
2004 – Due to overcrowding
at the Grant County Courthouse, a vacant supermarket

vine Hunting Club members
discovered what is thought to
be the largest tree in Grant

334 Hwy. 291 N., Prattsville
870-699-4390
www.benningsheatingandair.com

150 Years Old

MEMORIAL GARDENS FUNERAL HOME
www.memorialgardenssheridan.com
2686 Hwy. 167 N., P.O. Box 540, Sheridan * 942-1306
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to play an important role in the lives of local
citizens and many residents regulated
their day to the striking of the clock.
“No kid could get away with anything, not with that clock striking
the hour,” a Sheridan man recalled
in a story circa 1963. We would
swim in Hurricane Creek and could
hear the clock way out there. We
were told to get out of the water at 4
o’clock and start home. Our parents
knew we couldn’t miss the time.”
A Sheridan housewife also recalled,
“We cooked and served our meals,
got our husbands off to work, sent the
children to school, and gave medicine
by that clock. I remember one night
one of my children had pneumonia
and medicine had to be given hourly.
Somehow the clock’s mechanism went
wrong; it didn’t strike and no medicine
was given. My child was fortunately
much improved by morning.”
By 1912 the third courthouse was
heated by wood stoves and illuminated with coal oil lamps and lanterns.
When the county finished piping the
building that year, Goolsby said gas
stoves and lights were installed.
Despite the grandeur of the third
courthouse, the structure was condemned only ten years after it was constructed. This may have been largely
due to an earthquake that rocked the
area in 1911. The tremor cracked the
east wall, dislodged slate roof tiles and
knocked plaster from inside walls.
According to Frank McCool, who
Goolsby said at the time was a young
boy living with his parents in the Sweet
Home community north of Prattsville,
the quake caught people by surprise.
“We had a door in our house that
always rubbed the floor when we
tried to open it,” McCool said. “It
was about noon, and we were in the
house when everything began to
shake. All of a sudden that door began to swing freely on its hinges. It
had never done that before. We were
all surprised and amazed at what was
happening. The shaking lasted five
or six seconds until it stopped.” McCool continued, “It was told that the
courthouse in Sheridan was damaged
by this same quake. It was made of
red brick and had a clock in its tower.
They said you could look up at the
clock tower after the earthquake, and
it leaned toward the north. This was
right after it was built.”
Soon after the earthquake the
foundation was unable to support
the heavy walls and roof of the
building, Goolsby said. “Steel
rods were inserted in an attempt to
tie the upper structure together and
prolong its use. Since the foundation could not be reinforced, these
efforts did little good,” he said.

Under the federally sponsored
Civil Works Administration, the
courthouse was restyled and
retrussed in 1934. The second floor
courtroom was partitioned and a
new jail was added to the back of the
building a few years later in 1938.
FOURTH COURTHOUSE
Plans to construct a new courthouse
began around 1962. It would be built
on the same site. In 1963 the county
received a $160,000 matching grant
for construction of a new structure.
A special election was scheduled
for April 30, 1963, for a proposed
$160,000 bond issue to match the
federal funds. There was some initial
opposition to the proposed construction, but the bond issue carried.
Construction began on August 6, 1963.
Clarence Easley, Vance Fitzhugh,
and Jack Gwin were appointed building commissioners. The general
contract, which also called for razing
the old building, was awarded to the
Ernest J. Ward Company of Benton.
A Sheridan resident commented
in an 1890 interview, “They moved
everything out that they thought
should be saved – paper, documents,
etc., and gave everything else away
to anybody who wanted it. They let
the old wooden clock faces fall down
from the tower. When they hit, the
lead numerals went everywhere,
broken to pieces. Kids ran up and
picked up what was left. I had them
save one of the faces for me to keep.”
Bricks from the old building were
saved and cleaned, as were the front
frame and pediment, corner markers,
and the clock. The new building was
dedicated on July 12, 1964. It was described in a commemorative handbook
given out at the dedication ceremony
as an outstanding example of Greek
Revival Architecture.
The building faces north, and is
constructed of the aged, mellow brick
from the old building. These bricks
are also used in the central foyer and
corridors as well as the main entrance
walkway. The corner markers from
the old building are placed on the
back side of the northwest pillar and
the time deposit capsule is in the first
column to the right of the entrance.
The description also states that the imposing entrance, with its double doors
and brass accessories, is encased with
the same frame and pediment from
the previous building.
The handbook describes each area
of the new building in specific detail,
from the second floor which is entirely
devoted to the facilities of the court, to
the vinyl tiling on the floor. In all, the
building is stated to be 135 by 90 feet,
and contains 15,000 feet of floor space.
The cupula towers seventy-two feet.

“We’re here to help with
all your legal needs.”

J. Larry Allen
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THE SHERIDAN HEADLIGHT

County. It is a bald cypress
that is located in a slough
near Saline River and it
measures 16 feet and 9 inches
in diameter at the base. The
University of Arkansas has
determined that these oldgrowth bald cypress trees
are the oldest, and the largest
living things in Arkansas.
This tree is estimated to be
over 1000 years old.

2014 – The Sheridan Bypass
on U. S. Highway 167 was
opened and the completion
of a 4-lane highway through
Grant County was celebrated.
2015 – The Sheridan High
School Baseball Team won
the State Baseball Championship, and then won it again
in 2017. Quite a feat for Coach
Mike Moore, who has coached
the Sheridan Baseball team

for 34 years and is still there.
2016 – Not to be outdone by
the boys, the Sheridan High
School Girls Softball Team
won the State Championship
of Women’s Softball. Then,
Coach Tamara Strawn and
the SHS Women’s Softball
Team repeated winning the
State Championship in 2017
and 2018. Three state championships in a row – that is
historic in high school sports.
2017 – Sheridan Schools
begin a massive building
program totaling $45 million.

Included in the program is a
$25 million addition to Sheridan High School and a new
East End Middle School.
2019 – The people of Grant
County celebrated 150 years
of county-hood on May 4th.
*Sources – Arkansas Encyclopedia of History, and other
historical records.

Happy 150th
Anniversary
Grant County

Congratulations
Grant County!

HEALTHCARE & REHABILITATION CENTER
www.sheridanrehabcenter.com

113 Briarwood Drive, Sheridan, AR 72150
Phone: (870) 942-2183, Fax: (870) 942-1333

Celebrating 150 Years
with Grant County!
Wishing Grant County
a Very Happy 150th!

Custody
Guardianship
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Criminal
Property

Attorney at Law
201 N. Oak Street
Sheridan, Arkansas 72150

Call for consultation appointment Monday - Friday at (870)942-3195

BMH Logging, Inc.
870.942.5256

Ashleigh’s Salon
125 North Oak Street, Sheridan
870-942-7726

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/AshleighsSalon125/

Celebrating the 150th
Birthday of Grant County!
Wishing Grant County a Happy 150th
and thanks for letting us serve the residents
of this great County over the last several years.
Family Resource Center
Keeping the Faith Women’s Shelter

Literacy Council of Grant County
Kathy’s Closet and Food Bank

TMK Properties, LLC
Real Estate Company
REALTOR

R

Jenica Clement
870-941-9552

1016 W. Center, Hwy 270 West

870-942-0800

Mary Kay Palmer
870-917-8370
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Tony Palmer
870-917-5071

Leigh Lawson
870-917-7314

To See Our Listings, Please Visit Our Website: tmkproperties.com
Like Us on Facebook: TMK Properties
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A walk down memory lane

Donna Jean Horsey-Wilson Just
moved to Sheridan to be close to
my family. It seems a real Good
Town and I Love it being a small.
There are a lot of Good People here.
Judy Warner We moved here
when I was 39 and have loved
Sheridan ever since then. It’s such
a nice small rural town with the
nicest people around. I love the
courthouse oldtime look and all
the small town festivals!
Trella Burnett I remember the
celebration. I was a saloon girl, lol.
Wanda Thomas My mother
was born in Grant County and her
Family was raised here and went to
Cedar Branch School. Happy 150th
Birthday.
Laura Sloate We moved to Sheridan in 2013. We love the people!
The community made us feel right
at home. One of my favorite things
about it is that there are several
locally owned and operated little
businesses. I really love the fleamarkets, consignment shops and
restaurants here in Grant county.
The small town feel and close
proximity to several large cities was
what drew us to the area. Happy
150th Birthday, Grant County! We
are proud to call you Home!
Crys McClure I love this place
simply for the fact that it’s home.
It’s a little gem in the rough but
I can always come here and be
at ease. My whole family is from
here, I was born and raised here.
The people are great and for the
most part, it’s quiet here. It’s convenient for a nice trip to the city
but it’s full of rich tradition and
simplicity. Wether it’s the fair, Timberfest, Christmas on the Square,
just a football game or even a trip
to Walmart, you can always find
somebody you know. I don’t know
how much this place means to
others, but to me, Grant County
means home.
Misty Dawn Watson I lived
the first 28 years of my life in a

Winston Ausbrooks - This one is a memory but evidently too long of one.
Growing up in the late 60’s and 70’s in Grant County was for the most part
pleasant, and the gravel roads that were accessible and ubiquitous gave a
very interesting flavor to the experience.
Before it was Arkansas State Highway 46, the road that runs in front of
our house was a gravel road and referred to as the Redfield road by the
Sheridan residents. Of course people in Redfield called it the Sheridan
road, which worked out well for who knows how many years. I guess that
wasn’t good enough for the politicians so someone in authority deemed it
a highway and gave it a number
so as not to confuse tourists. I don’t recall seeing many tourists on the
road in all the time I have lived here however. They call it Highway 46 North
now but nowhere does it run directly North. It runs Southwest to Northeast
mostly except in front of our house where it runs directly East and West.
Politicians are hard to understand.
Being back then that it was a county road, it was as wide as gravel roads
got around here, with deep ditches on each side and maintained by the
Grant County road department up until 1979 or somewhere thereabouts
when the state took over. Every month or so the county road graders would
dig down in the ditches with their long blades slanted just so to pull the
gravel that had washed in the ditch back up to the road surface. The “motor
patrol” as some called it would make a pass down one side and then back up
on the other and then the operator would square their blade up and make a
final leveling pass down the middle. This activity had a tendency to drag up
broken beer bottles, and other pointy objects from the ditches up into the
paths of the vehicles that frequented the route puncturing tires and giving
residents something else to fuss about. The drivers of these monsters were
almost always very hard of hearing.
After 10 days or so, the road became divided into an alternating series of
parallel grooves of hard washboard concretions made up of red clay/gravel
bordered with 6- inch-high ridges of very loose gravel. These mounds had
a nasty tendency to take control and make your vehicle fish tail when you
found it necessary to cross them when meeting another car. As I observed,
you were supposed to keep your wheels in the hardened tracks and only
venture upon or over the gravel hills when you had to give way the middle of

small corner in North East Tennessee, in a small town called
Erwin. I moved to Arkansas 8 years
ago, and tried to make this state
feel like home. Then in August of
2015 I moved here to Sheridan, my
husband’s home town. And this
is HOME! It doesn’t just feel like
home. It’s where I proudly say I’m
from. This small town and the wonderful people here have made it to
where I don’t ever want to leave.
I love being close to my in-laws.
I love being employed in Grant
county. I love my kids being Yellow
Jackets. The dirt roads, fishing,
the beautiful river, wild life, mom
and pop stores and restaurants
just create a beautiful place to be.
In Grant county, I’m not homesick.
I’m, simply, home.
Pamela Sites Thompson My
family dates back in Sheridan to my
great grandparent’s & will always

Happy 150th Grant County!

be special to me! I was born here
but raised away but returned home
25 years ago with my family! I love it
& do not plan to leave here! Happy
150th Birthday!
Debra Kerr Happy Bithday, love
this little town.
Sharla Dunigan I am a life-long
resident of Grant County, and I
fondly remember the centennial
celebration that was held at the
Grant County Courthouse back
when I was 7 years old. After attending school in Sheridan for 12
years, I came back and taught at
Sheridan Elementary for 28 years.
It’s a great place to raise a family
with opportunities for hunting
and fishing while still being close

enough to Little Rock, Benton, and
Hot Springs to experience what they
have to offer. I’ve always been proud
to call Sheridan and Grant County
my home! Happy 150th Birthday!

Continued on next page

Donna Scroggins Sanders I remember the 100 year celebration.
Mom made us girls period dresses.
So much fun! I was around 12.
Marla Moore I remember when
we celebrated the Centennial 50
years ago! It was such a special
and fun time! (I still have the little
dress my grandmother made me to
wear!) Sheridan is a great place to
live and raise a family! I have never
wanted to live anywhere else! Happy 150th birthday Grant County!
Edna Allen My favorite memories
of Grant County are too many to list.
Happy Birthday, Grant County.
Becky Hooks My great grandparents and grandparents on my
mom’s side have been in Grant
County for at least 150 yrs.
Peggy Wynne Thomas Because
Sheridan is where I met my incredible soul mate of 60 years.
Because of that, I have two beau-

Congratulations Grant County

ASSISTED CARE for SENIORS

-Meal Preparation
-Light Housekeeping
-Laundry
-Personal Hygiene Assistance
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870-942-4700
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-Melissa And Doug Toys

108 E. Center in Sheridan
870.917.5243

tiful daughters, which gave me
amazing grandkids and a great
granddaughter and her mother.
Also two fabulous son-in-laws. The
best part of all of this - we all live in
SHERIDAN .
Salley Sipes Lived there for 32
years and still call it home as my
family all lives there, my grandpa
owned a business for years and my
gma was involved in lots of things.
Marilyn Ramsey Happy Birthday Grant County ! I love that
precious little town ! The people are
so amazing and I live in East End in
Saline County and I go to Sheridan
to shop. I just love Sheridan/Grant
County !!!
Carolyn Strode Happy B’day
Grant County. I grew up in Grapevine and have many relatives that
live in Sheridan.
Anne Reid Carpenter I love
Grant County because my mater-



          

-Medication Reminders
-Assist with Daily Activities
-Transportation Assistance
-Companionship
-www.assistedcare4seniors.com

Happy Birthday Grant County

by Winston Ausbrooks

the road when meeting another vehicle. Of course they were in the middle
of the road as well with their wheels in the hardened tracks too. If you were
going 35 mph or so it was not too dangerous a maneuver, but if you were
going too fast, it was pretty tricky keeping your car moving in a straight line
as you moved over the loose gravel lanes.
My first encounter was nearly my last on this gravel road. Sometime in
May 1965, while my dad was looking over the house and property just to the
West of Hurricane (pronounced Hair’-a-can) Creek as a perspective buyer,
I decided to run across the road where my brother had gone. I was like the
proverbial chicken I suppose having to get to the other side as well. I got
about half way across and a Chevy sedan came roaring around the curve at
warp 5 with con trails of dust rolling out from underneath it on both sides.
Of course my folks saw the danger right away and were terrified that I would
be run over so they shouted warnings at me. Loud anxious warnings I could
only have interpreted as “stop! turn around and come back here you idiot!”
That is how I interpreted the warnings anyway, and may very well have
been the exact words- I was too startled to comprehend. Well like the guy
who tried to swim the river and got half-way across only then deciding he
was too tired to go all the way so he swam back, I tried to stop myself from
crossing the road at midpoint. Having built up quite a lot of momentum,
I found it impossible to stop on a dime and my feet skidded on the loose
gravel and flew out from under me. I sat there for what seemed like an
eternity, my heart beating a mile a minute in the middle of the road with
the Chevy barreling down on me. The driver swerved in the loose gravel and
fish-tailed but was able to negotiate around me and other than a gravel and
dust shower and a sore rump, I survived unscathed. That was my earliest
memory of the gravel road alongside which we would make our home.
When I was younger the gravel roads that crisscrossed the county were
accessible to anyone whether he walked, rode a horse, motorcycle, jeep,
or other vehicle. 4 wheelers were not invented yet. Nowadays the timber
company roads are gated. Horses and people and 4 wheelers can still ride
them. You used to could spend the better part of a day driving around and
never leave the gravel except to cross the black top at a cross road every
now and then.

nal grandparents lived there. My
grandfather worked at H. Wilson
Lumber Co. My mother, my aunt,
and my sister were all born in Grant
County. During my childhood, I
usually celebrated Thanksgiving
and Christmas at my grandparents’
house in Sheridan. Fond memories.
MJ Bruce Happy happy birthday
Grant county... Be blessed.
Brinda Gail Charlton Strong
HAPPY 150th BIRTHDAY GRANT
COUNTY. One of the greatest
places to live. Sure we had some
bad things to happen here but what
county doesn’t.
Teresa Kurokawa Happy Birthday Grant County!! I have many
family and treasured memories of
Sheridan for past 6 decades. This
has always felt like my second
home.
Cindy Coleman Harp Happy
150th Birthday Grant County!
PROUD to be part of YJ Nation!
Jessica Evans Caldwell I love the
Grant County Museum! Way more
than I expected!
Patti Reed Williams It’s where I
grew up and I had a beautiful and
happy childhood there. It’s where
my family is from. Some still there
and some gone on. God blessed
me by allowing me to live in Grant
County!
Nancy Hendrix Happy Birthday
Grant County!!
Julie Page Thornberry Happy
150th Birthday Grant County!!!
Dana Rhodes Bridges Happy
150th Birthday Grant County!!
Great place to raise a family!
Kathy Jean Brewer Ware Grant
County is special to me. My Daddy
was born and raised in Grant County. Happy Birthday!
Lisa Elliott Happy Birthday
Grant County!
Amanda Whatley Duduit Happy Birthday Grant County!!! I was
raised there in Prattsville. Moved
there when I was 4 yrs. old. Completed school there until 11th grade
when Prattsville school consolidated with Sheridan school in 1995.
Virgil Brumbelow Happy Birthday Grant County. I am a descendant of one of the Founding Fathers
of Grant County, Warren Holiman.
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Happy “150th”
Birthday Grant County!

“150”

Grant Westmoreland

AR Insurance License No. 1669213
309 South Rock Street, Suite A
Sheridan, AR 72150 * 870.942.4617

Happy 150th Birthday
Grant County!

Dorey’s Catering
501-412-1580

Celebrating the 150th Anniversary
of Grant County!
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Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart. -Psalm37:4
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Erma Lee Parmer-Gonzales
Happy Birthday Grant County! I
was born their in 1943,my Daddy
Dwight Lowery Momma Mailee
Funderburg also born there.My
sweet stepmother Marilyn Lowery
lives there. I will be in Sheridan
September this year!!
Marcia Johnson Small town
when we moved there in 1975.
Jonathan Heaven Williams
Happy Birthday, Grant County!
Glad to call this place home, and
glad to call my kids Yellow Jackets.
Chuck Freeman Happy Birthday
Grant Country. Proud to grow up
there. Too many to list…
Andrew Parker My grandparents are from Grant County graduated from Sheridan schools so
did my mom uncle and aunt lived
there a long time out on Grant 51
with maw and paw and I’m looking
forward to moving back into Grant
County next year and raising my
family there. Happy 150 Birthday
Grant County.
Kevin Vann Happy Birthday
Grant county my favorite things to
do in Grant county is the Timberfest my childhood town.
Joy Varnell- DeHart Happiest
Birthday!!!!
Danette McCroskey HAPPY
BIRTHDAY. I lived there worked,
in the area for many years, nothing
like home. It has changed a lot but
it’s still where I call my home. Wish
I was living there. Still not a day
goes by that the county and the
people there are not on my mind
and heart. Grant County Rocks.
Prattsville is my home place Buie
loop lots good and bad but I miss
the home place.
Monica Lynn Groves I miss
Grant county.
Mitzi Traylor Happy birthday!
Debbie Ross I was born in Sheridan and was raised in Prattsville in
Grant county and still live here today. My children grandchildren and
great grandchildren all live here
in Sheridan. Grant County is and
always will be home. It’s got everything you’d want to raise a family
and live a great life. Grant county’s
people are friendly and warm and
the countryside is just beautiful.
Prattsvile has several farms, one

Memory lane continued

There was a gaunt fellow who walked the gravel roads a great deal back
then and it was not unusual to pass him on your way to town and back.
He smoked a pipe and always carried a single barreled break open shotgun slung over his shoulder. We stopped and inquired one day where he
was going and could we give him a lift and his reply was “No thanks, I am
hunting bobcats.” We never learned his name but referred to him as “the
bobcat hunter” from then on.
Shower’s trail was one of the many intersecting International Paper
Company roads to the Redfield road and an often used by our family as a
shortcut to Little Rock. Only a mile and a half Southwest of our house, it cut
West across the timber company land to a place on Hwy. 167 about 5 miles
north of town it still exists today only gated. Each one of us kids learned to
drive a car on Shower’s trail. Of course we drove tractors around the farm
before we learned to drive a stick shift automobile. When we would get
to be 12 or 13 years old, we would hound Mom or Dad into letting us try
our hand at driving either the station wagon or pickup truck the 3 miles
between the main roads.
Rattler Trail, The Dead Cow Road, Lewis Mill Road, The Killing House
Road, Stuckey Trail, Dirty 7 Road, Rabbit Trail, Fox Trail, Ephesus Church
Road, and The Lee Mill Road were just a few of the road names that were
familiar to us. Of these, only the Lee Mill Road is still accessible and unpaved
for at least some of its length. The rest are either gated or paved now- You
will find that “progress” is a two edged sword.
Don’t get me wrong, gravel has its disadvantages- muddy when it rains,
dusty when it doesn’t, washboard and potholes that will rattle your teeth
not to mention the wear and tear it exerts on your automobile but still, there
is something pleasing about slowly traversing the gravel with the windows
down after a summer thunder shower. The rain cooled air is refreshing.
The road has turned a bright pinkish orange color, the ozone makes the air
smell fresh and the leaves on the brush and trees show their various shades
of green brilliantly against the ragged blue-gray sky. The sound of the tires
growling in the gravel or better yet, the chop, chop, chop, chop of a well shod
horse moving along the road is not a trivial part of the experience. Seeing
a roadrunner or bobcat, maybe a fox or turkey improves your attitude too.
There are no political battles, worrisome debts, or schoolwork on a gravel

gas station, one restaurant and has
one community center that has
memorabilia from Prattville school
that did stand on the very spot it
stands on. I have great memories
from my school years there. Great
folks and great memories. Happy
Birthday 150 years Grant county.
Congratulations!
Ada Ivey Happy birthday!
Rachel Stiefel Happy 150th
Birthday!

Glover Family
Memories

The Glover Family has had a
presence in Grant County for
five generations. My great great
grandfather, David Delong (D.L.)
Glover, came from Edgefield, S.C.
to Little Rock where he established
a sawmill. From there he moved to
the Belfast community. He was the

first adult buried in the Sheridan
cemetery in 1885.
My great grandfather, William
Harrison Glover, was a resident
of Prattsville on what is now part
of the Stephens Farms on top of
the hill just west of Philadelphia
Missionary Baptist Church. There
is still a stock pond there that my
father, Conrad N. Glover, and his
brother, Guy, dug by hand.
My grandfather, Robert W. Glover, moved to Sheridan from the
farm in the early 1920’s to a large
house on East Holly Street; prior
to that, from 1904-1910, he served
as a state representative. In 1909
he introduced a bill to fund four
agricultural schools in Arkansas;
these four schools are now known
as UAM, SAU, ASU and Arkansas
Tech. in 1910 he was elected state
senator; after serving two years
he became county judge for Grant

road. The journey, not the destination is the thing when you traverse a
gravel road. That is, unless you are in a hurry.
The wooden bridges that crossed the many creeks were worrisome affairs
as well. They smelled of creosote and the oak wood from which they were
constructed. There was not much of a railing, only 8 inches high or so on
each side the one lane surface. The were wooden planks lain on the surface
of the bridge in two parallel rows about 3 ft wide each and about 3 ft apart.
These were where your tires were supposed to go. Sometimes they did and
sometimes they did not. Most of the time half of the planks had warped in
the weather so badly that the iron spikes holding them to the bridge had
pulled loose. The noise the loose planks made as you drove over them could
be heard a mile away as they slapped the cross beams under the weight of a
vehicle. It must have been an ideal surface on which to “peel out” because
that seemed to be a right popular past time for the locals. Seeing how much
rubber that could be lain down on the bridge was the goal and produced
quite a bit of blue smoke and noise. The old bridges must have been stronger
than they appeared to the casual observer to hold up under the weight of
the loaded log trucks that daily crossed them. Those bridges have gone the
way of the Ivory Billed Woodpecker now, extinct as far as I know.
Riding in the back of the truck was not a felony back then and the bigger
kids would stand up right behind the cab with the younger kids sitting on
“the humps” on each side of the bed. Either way you had to watch out for
low hanging limbs or ones on trees or brush growing too close to the
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Sheridan Headlight.

You asked for memories from
Grant County. The one I have is about
the American Legion hut that was
located on Church Street. It was a
log building, and several events occurred there during WW II. Troops
sometimes spent the night at the
edge of Sheridan as they were passing
though the area. They would come to
the Legion Hut where people would
provide refreshments for them, play
records, and some would play piano.
In the font room of the building
road or you could get slapped pretty hard. A June bug in the eye was a was the location of the Grant County
particular evil that menaced those that rode in the back of the truck Library. Mrs. Johnson, later known
this time of year. Riding seated backward on the tailgate was ill advised as Mrs. Pollard, was the librarian;
as I found out when I fell out of the back on the Lee’s Ferry road. Took I think I read every book they had!
off some hide but no broken bones.
Sometimes I failed to get them turned
David Reynolds and I traveled a many a mile on the gravel running back in on time and had to pay fines.
rabbit beagles and road hunting coon dogs. We spent our free time My dad, Sam McDonald, got tired of
riding all over the county stopping at a gravel pit to shoot .22’s. Riding paying the overdue charges and told
the gravel was something Eddie Mac Harper and I did later on a lot lis- me he wasn’t going to do it anymore.
tening to Merle Haggard or Jimmy Buffett. You don’t forget those times. Well, I checked out a book and kept
It never hurts to think back to a time when evil was a little more it too long again. I didn’t have any
hidden from view and good folks were everywhere it seemed. Gets your
money, and dad wasn’t going to pay
mind off of current events and that is not a bad thing.
it, so that afternoon I snuck up to
the back porch of the hut and left
County.
District when the college closed the book there. Well, it rained that
On December 29, 1914, my father in 1933. I went to the fourth, fifth night and the book got ruined. My
moved to Sheridan from the farm and sixth grades there. It burned dad ended up having to pay for the
to become the first rural mail carri- my senior year in 1958.
book and the fines. Needless to say,
er out of the Sheridan post office on
I live in the house my parents I was never late turning in a library
January 2, 1915, a job he held for 36 built in 1928. I have lived there book again.
years. He was also a Baptist preach- all but six years of my life. I have
Another memory I have is of the
er. He pastored many churches.
been and still am active in First doctors in Grant County. One was Dr.
He was active locally in soil and Landmark MBC, the Order of the Butler, who was at our house when I
water conservation, American Eastern Star and the Grant County was born in 1927. Later, a building
Legion (WWI Veteran) Masonic Museum. The Glovers have always was named in his honor. It was a
Lodge (Grand master in 1936 and been active in and supported min- large community center, located on
was cornered a 33 degree mason istry, education, community affairs
Hwy. 167 (now called Rock street),
in 1941) Order of the Eastern Star and politics.
where the music building for the
(worthy patron several times) and
My grandfather’s brother, David
Rotary International.
Glover, moved from the farm to school is now, although the old buildElwin Goolsby, founder of the Malvern. That branch of the family ing has since been gone. Another
Grant County museum, consulted has been very active in Hot Spring doctor was Dr O.R. Kelly, who also
with him many times concerning County. Judge “Mac” Glover just re- had a building named in his honor.
the history of Grant Count. He cently passed away. My family has Another was Dr. Hope; he gave vacciwas a graduate of and on the lec- traveled many miles from Grant nations for small pox. Dr. Miles Kelly,
ture faculty of Missionary Baptist County but we’re always glad to be Dr. Curtis Clark came later.
Best Regards,
College. The college building was back here where are roots are.
Mary Frances Harper
donated to the Sheridan School
Mary Bath Glover-Wilson

Wishing Grant County
a Happy 150th!
808 Blake Rd., Sheridan
942-2151

Stockton Power Equipment, Inc.

www.shippersproducts.com

1001 North Rock, Sheridan ~ (870) 942-2312
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1301 South Rock Street
Sheridan, AR 72150
(870) 942-3231
www.BuieFuneralHome.com



DALE’S
Camping Center

3000 W. Pullen Street, Pine Bluff, AR 71601
www.arkansashouse.org/district/15

870-536-8300

Wishing Grant County a Happy 150th
and thanks for letting us serve the residents
of this great County over the last several years.

Wishing Grant County a Happy 150th!

2600 South Olive Street - Pine Bluff, AR 71601
(870) 535-3330
EOE – Equal Opportunity Employer

Happy 150th
Anniversary!

817 E. Center
Sheridan
870-917-2119
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A Love for Grant County

Local officials, museum board members share their love for Grant County
Having grown up in Grant
County and lived here most
of my life there are many
things I love about this place.
As a child living in Sheridan
a block from downtown was
especially nice. We had lots
of neighborhood kids to play
with and were within walking
distance of a movie theater,
the courthouse and all kinds
of stores, as well as schools
and churches. The chimes at
First Baptist Church have a
special place in my memory,
as they played each day.
But the people are the most
important quality of this town
and county – people I have
known my entire life and have
connections with dating back
to childhood. Small town life
in the south has been written
about extensively, and even
though “everyone knows your
business,” in time of trouble
and sorrow you have an extensive support system.
Newcomers to Grant County like the proximity to Little
Rock, Hot Springs, and Pine
Bluff, as well as the school
system and the “small town”
feel. I hope this continues for
generations to come.
-Ann Clark
Treasurer,
Grant County Museum
Board of Commissioners
While not a native of
Grant County (reared in
Ouachita County), I moved
here in 1995 after serving 23
years in the United States
Air Force. During those
23 years I lived in a number of communities, both
large and small, but none
compare to the down-home
feeling of Sheridan and

Grant County. I moved here
to accept a teaching job at
Sheridan High School, and
in that capacity I met many
wonderful, friendly, and
supportive parents, some of
who I count as friends today.
One of my hobbies is collecting antique/primitive
tools, and I find fascinating
the stories associated with
the history and use of these
tools of yesteryears. Thus,
when I was approached
about becoming a member
of the Grant County Museum Board of Directors, I
gladly accepted. Through
the museum, I have gained
considerable insight into
the history of Grant County
and its early settlers. Each
time I visit the museum I
learn a little bit more, and I
believe our museum is one
the things that gives Grant
County that down-home
touch and makes it a special
place to live.
-J.N. Sche
Board Member,
Grant County Museum
Board of Commissioners
I appreciate the people
of Grant County. They
are basically honest and
dependable. Most care for
their family and neighbors.
Most are religious and go to
church on a regular basis. I
also appreciate the schools of
Grant County. I believe the
teachers and administrators
really try to educate children
so that they can have a better
life. I appreciate that people
here get along without the
tensions that are in many
communities. Many communities have division and clans

that make life difficult.
-Jim Lancaster
President, Grant County
Museum Foundation Board
Grant County is a special
place that I call home. My
brother, sister and I were
raised downtown Sheridan
in a safe and loving atmosphere. This is an exciting
time for the citizens of this
county with the growth we
are experiencing and I am
thankful to be part of this
community as we work together to move forward.
-Randy Pruitt
Grant County Judge,
I am thankful for the wonderful people of our county.
I am also thankful for our
veterans, first responders
and all of our public employees who keep our county
running smoothly. I am
thankful as well, for the
strong, faith-based community that we have.
-Joe Wise
Sheridan Mayor
First of all I appreciate
the Lord’s Blessing, without that we wouldn’t have
a Grant County to appreciate. And I appreciate the
people in Grant County.
They’re a special breed.
A lot of belief, faith, and
kindness. I also appreciate
the fact that Grant County
is my ancestral home, and
my roots are here.
-Ron Gortney
Grant County Museum
Maintenance Supervisor
Grant County is made up
of people that are friendly

and caring. In comparison
to surrounding areas it
is still a safe place to life
and work. Combine the
safety with friendly, caring
people and it makes Grant
County a great place to
live and raise a family. I
appreciate that our county
and city leaders continue
to make improving the
quality of life a priority.
-Tim Stuckey
Grant County Treasurer

I really love that Grant County supports an organization
like GCUCRC (Grant County
Unified Community Resource
Council, Inc.). GCUCRC is the
umbrella organization for the
Keeping the Faith Women’s
Shelter, a USDA food bank,
Kathy’s Closet Thrift Store,
the Literacy Council, and the
Family Resource Center.
-Norman Frisby
Grant County Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney,

Museum Board Chairman
What I love about Grant
County is the comrade;
meaning that, I love how
everyone pulls together for
the common good and that
is how it has always been.
I love the heritage and
history that is everywhere
you turn. I am proud to be
from Grant County.
-Carrie Smith
City of Sheridan
Clerk-Treasurer

Celebrating 150 Years of a place
we are proud to call home..

GRANT COUNTY!

101 South Oak, Sheridan * (870) 942-2662
www.flintgrp.com
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From classroom project to county museum:
The Grant County Museum
collection of WWII vehicles.
Thousands of photographs and
documents pertaining to the
history of Grant County are
also archived in the museum.
Elwin Goolsby retired from
the Grant County Museum in
2003. His outstanding work
will not be forgotten. Over the
course of forty years, he turned
a small classroom project into
one of the best museums in
Arkansas. We encourage you
to see it for yourself.
Museum Hours: Tuesday –
Saturday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

BY LINDSEY STANTON
GRANT COUNTY MUSEUM DIRECTOR

The idea for a county museum
originated in 1963 when founder,
Elwin Goolsby, was teaching at
Prattsville. It began as a project
in his social studies classes
there, and continued at Sheridan High School, where Elwin
began teaching in 1965. Students
would accompany Mr. Goolsby
on artifact digs to historic sites
around Grant County. As this
artifact collection amassed, it
was moved into the old home
economics classroom building
south of McKenzie Hall. It was
later relocated to the National
Guard Armory near the elementary school on Church Street.
In 1970, the Grant County
Chamber of Commerce began
a fundraising drive to purchase
the abandoned Church of Christ
building on West Center Street,
and shortly thereafter the museum moved into this structure.
Grant County assumed control
of the building in 1974, and the
Quorum Court appropriated
funds for operating expenses.
Members of the newly-appointed
Grant County Museum Board
of Commissioners in 1974 were
Katie D. McCoy, Sarah Whitworth, and Leonard Reaves.
Elwin Goolsby was the first
museum director. Members of
the 2019 Board of Commissioners
are Norman Frisby, Ann Clark,
J.N. Schee, Leslie Kervin, Denice
Nall, Brady Bone, and Redmond Keisler. There have been
four museum directors since
1974: Elwin Goolsby, 1974-2003;
Bill Lancaster, 2004-2007; D.J.

The Grant County Museum
Wallace, 2008 – 2012; Lindsey
Stanton, 2013-current.
Over the course of the following twenty years, the museum’s
collection would outgrow the
Church of Christ building,
which included countless Native
American, wildlife, military,
and local history artifacts and
dioramas. Mr. Goolsby spent
countless hours at the museum,
dedicating most of his time to it.
His hard work and determination developed this remarkable
museum into what it is today.
In the late 1980’s. Mr. J.J.
Shackleford and family
donated land to the Grant
County Museum, on which it
is located today. This space
would allow for the historic
buildings, which became
part of the museum collection, to be placed on the same
grounds as a new museum
structure. The first building
moved to this site was the
Toler Chapel in 1989. This

The original Grant County Museum

Methodist Church was built
in 1935, was originally located
in the Brush Creek Community. Over the next few years,
historic buildings such as the
Town House, Mill Town Café,
and McDonald house were relocated to “Heritage Square.”
The museum building was
moved to the grounds in 1992,
where operations would continue out of until the completion of its new home.
The W.R. “Witt” Stephens
Building was completed in
1994. Mr. Stephens’ family
made a donation to the museum, which made this new
building possible. It houses
thousands of artifacts and exhibits, including those in the
World War I & WWII Galleries, an antique automobile gallery, the Jenkins’ Ferry/Civil
War Gallery, ARKLA Gas gallery, and our Main Historical
gallery. Several additions to
the building have been made
since its original construction, as the museum’s collection continued to grow even
further. The Richard Harrison
Building was constructed in
2001 and houses an incredible

The original Grant County Museum can still be seen at Heritage Square
on the current museum grounds.
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Happy 150th
to Grant County!

DEAL FAMILY DENTAL
Dr. Stephen Deal and Dr. Jahon Zehtaban

www.expresspros.com

1409 South Rock St. Suite B, Sheridan, AR 72150
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Remembering…

BY JIM LANCASTER
SPECIAL TO THE HEADLIGHT

Perhaps you’ve heard by now
that Grant County will celebrate
150 years of county-hood on
Saturday, May 4th. And birthday
parties have a way of reminding
us of times past, both good and
not-so-good. And these recollections of our history help us to
understand who we are and how
we came to live here.
In the late 1860’s some local
leaders like Francis Posey, Littleton Veasey, and Enoch Vance
began a movement to create a
new county in south central
Arkansas by taking parts of
Jefferson, Hot Spring and Saline
Counties. They were successful
and a new county and county
seat were approved by the socalled Reconstruction government of Arkansas, right after
the Civil War. Perhaps their
success was helped by proposing
the naming of the county and
county seat for two Union generals, Ulysses Grant and Phillip
Sheridan. But the rich history of
our homeland didn’t start then,
so let’s look back at the history
of this place that became Grant
County in 1869.

The first Inhabitants Prehistoric Period

Who lived here first? Records
show that the first inhabitants of
this part of the United States are
believed to have lived as early as
12,000 BC and are often called the
Mound Builders. Historians debate whether these Mound Builders were an ancient civilization
of their own or if they were early
tribes of Native Americans that
evolved to have other identities.
These first occupants are believed
to have entered what is now
the area of Grant County some
2100 years ago. In Arkansas, the
most visible work of the Mound
Builders is at the Toltec Mounds
State Park about 30 miles east of
Little Rock at Scott, Arkansas.
But there were signs of these people living in the area that is now
Grant County. Documents show
specific records of mounds that
were located on the John Ratliffe
farm about twelve miles west of
Sheridan, and were excavated
by the late Francis Posey, an
early settler, in the 1800s. From

A look at our homeland history before Grant County existed
a mound he removed parts of a
skeleton, ashes, projectile points,
shells, and a piece of a big clay
pipe. Through the years roughly
200 archaeological sites have been
identified in this area, including
prehistoric campsites and settlements from many cultures and
historic periods.(1)

Indians or Native Americans?

Well, if the mound builders were first, who were the
inhabitants in the period of
the Indians, or better called
the Native Americans? During
this historic period before the
white, Europeans arrived, both
the Caddo and the Quapaw
tribes claimed land within
the boundaries of present-day
Grant County. And later, some
Cherokee and Choctaw settlers
lived here for a time before
all Native Americans were
forcibly removed to an Indian
Territory (present-day Oklahoma). If you ask how the American Indians were treated, the
answer is “not well,” but that is
another story in itself.

The White Men Came

Who was the first European
explorer of this wilderness that
someday would be Arkansas
and Grant County? In May of
1539 a Spanish explorer named
Hernando deSoto set out from
Cuba with about 600 men, plus
horses, pigs, and equipment.
His contract with the king of
Spain required him to explore
the region and establish settlements and forts. After landing
on the southwest coast of Florida, the crew traveled through
the Southeast before crossing
the Mississippi River into what
is now Arkansas on June 28,
1541. His relations with most
Indians (Native Americans)
of Arkansas were relatively
cordial, but de Soto and his
soldiers thought nothing of
torturing and killing those
who refused to cooperate. His
primary aim was the search
for gold and gaining of riches.
After losing many of his men

During the war both Union and
Confederate troops traveled
through what was to become
Grant County on the Camden
Road, a major route from Little
Rock to Camden that was on the
western side of Grant County.
One of the best known Civil
War stories of Grant County is the
story of Dr. Richard C. Rhodes.
Dr. Rhodes, a slave owner, had
arrived in the county in 1849 from
Roberson County, North Carolina. He built a large two-story log
home south of Sheridan, which
still stands off U.S. Highway 167
South, although it is in very poor
Home of Dr. Richard C. Rhodes - circa 1850
condition. In 1861 the Civil War
erupted, and the Rhodes family
spelling and pronunciation.
deSoto became disillusioned
pledged their support to the
One was always introduced as
before becoming ill and dying
the senator from “ARkanSAW” Confederacy. Because of his age,
without completing his misDr. Rhodes was unable to serve
and the other as the senator
sion. He died on May 31, 1542
in the military. Nevertheless
from “Ar-KANSAS.” In 1881,
after returning to the Missishe actively sought information
the state’s General Assembly
sippi River near what is now
which might benefit the Southern
passed a resolution declaring
Chicot County in Arkansas.
army. Because of his politics he
that
the
state’s
name
should
be
Our Land – The Louisiana
was able to travel freely in hostile
spelled
“Arkansas”
but
proPurchase
territory south of Little Rock
nounced
“Arkansaw.”
How did the land become a
during the closing days of the
part of the United States? Our
A Nation Divided and at War
war. As a result he often crossed
land was in dispute with both
Our nation became divided
paths with Union patrols which
Spain and France claiming
in the mid 1800’s, mostly over
ownership until in 1800 when
slavery, when 25% of the Arkan- he promptly reported to ConfedSpain ceded the ownership to
sas population were slaves – the erate authorities. It was, therefore,
known to his neighbors where
France, and in 1803 France
1860 census shows that there
his sentiments lay. The war years
sold 828,000 square miles to the
were 111,115 slaves in the state.
depleted the Rhodes’ fortune and
United States for $11,250,000 – re- Along with neighboring states,
extensive property holdings, and
sulting in a historic transaction
Arkansas joined the Confedreconstruction taxes cut away at
that would be called the Louierate States of America and
what remained. It was at this time
siana Purchase. The Louisiana
seceded from the United States.
in 1867 that Dr. Rhodes was murterritory included land from 15
In April 1961 U. S. President
dered. The story passed down is
present states (including Arkan- Abraham Lincoln called for
sas) and two Canadian provinctroops from every Union state to that he was hanged by Graybacks
es. And thus our land, that would put down the rebellion called the or Jayhawkers, both regarded as
pro-Union irregulars.
later be named Arkansas and
Confederacy, and what is called
Another Civil War and Grant
Grant County, became a part of
the Civil War began. And for
the United States of America.
the next four years bitter battles County story is about a man
Our land was designated as
resulted in 620,000 deaths of sol- named R. M. Rodgers. He
the Territory of Arkansaw in
diers from both sides. One of the was born in Noxubee County,
1819, and then on June 15, 1836
bloodiest battles of the Civil War Mississippi and at the age of 17
entered the Civil War as a ConArkansas became a state, one of was the Battle of Jenkins Ferry
federate soldier. The Red River
the states of the United States of right here in Grant County
America. The name Arkansas
where there were 964 casualties Campaign of the War brought
had evolved from the Quapaw
(521 Union and 443 Confederate). him to the Battle of Jenkin’s
Indians in this area known as
Arkansea or Aknasa. Then
in the early days of statehood,
the two U.S. Senators from the
new state were divided on the

Congratulations Grant County

Ferry on April 30, 1864, where
he was seriously injured. And
after surgery and rehab in
the hospital at Tulip, he had
survived the war and went
back to Mississippi, then to
Hamburg, Arkansas; and then
on a trip to Texas he stopped in
Grant County. Before going on
to Texas he taught a short time
at Liberty Church in Sheridan.
In his writings he said: “In the
winter of 1881 we returned to
Grant County where we have
made our home for twenty-nine
years during which time I have
served my county eight years
as Treasurer and eight years as
County Examiner, (now County
Supt). The remainder of the
twenty-nine years I spent in the
school room teaching.” Exactly what moved R. M. Rodgers
to return to Grant County is
unknown. His daughter, Alma
Rodgers, became a prominent
citizen of Grant County and
was an abstractor, and in 1959
she wrote a small book about
her father – that book is in the
Grant County Museum.
The bloody Civil War was a
great tragedy for our nation,
and after four years of the
carnage of war, the nation
was reunited in April of 1865.
And only a few days after that
historic day, President Lincoln
was killed by assassin John
Wilkes Booth, a confederate
sympathizer. A reconstruction government was sent to
Arkansas from Washington,
and these government officials
were called carpetbaggers
and scalawags by Arkansans.
But after meeting the requirements of reconstruction,
including ratifying amendments to the U.S. Constitution
to abloish slavery and grant
citizenship to former slaves,
Arkansas’ representatives
were readmitted to Congress.
The state of Arkansas was fully restored to the United States
on June 22, 1868 by an act
signed by President Andrew
Johnson, who had succeeded
President Lincoln.
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Wishing
Grant County
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Neighborhoods and settlements: Then and Now
tragic death of young girl named
Leola Cunningham.
Dogwood – first called Jenkins’
As Grant County’s population
Ferry, it is located in an area surincreased, small settlements
developed around natural springs, rounding the current junction of
Highways 46 and 291 northeast
crossroads, churches, post offices,
of the Jenkins’ Ferry crossing
and schools. People soon called
on the Saline River. A post office
the places by name and eventually
was in Dogwood as early as 1871.
located some of them on maps.
Turin – was another name for
Most of these places had no definite
the Paxton Community
boundaries, originally had only a
Cherry Grove – was an old settlesmall number of families, and usument first located in Saline County
ally consisted of widely scattered
territory during the 1850’s. A post
dwellings and out-buildings.
office and at least one store were
When a prominent building
there about four-and-a-half miles
such as a school was removed,
southwest of Sheridan.
the identity of a small comBrush Creek – is an old settlemunity soon diminished. The
ment still located northwest of
relocation of churches and post
Leola in Tennessee Township
offices often resulted in gradual
about a mile east of the Hot
movement of a settlement’s desSpring County line; it is also
ignated center and changed the
boundaries of a community from called Lucian and Cooper.
Thiel – also called Arthur, was
one generation to another.
a settlement on the Rock Island
A community could also have
Railroad about six miles north of
more than one name. For examLeola during the early 1900’s.
ple, people in the Paxton ComCarvers – was located about
munity were served by the Turin
three miles north of Leola on
Post Office. As a result, some
residents claimed to live in Turin, Highway 229.
Lenham – located about two miles
while others called the same area
south of Poyen on Highway 229.
Paxton. Some of the following
Fenter – is located about three
places still survive, while others
miles north of Poyen on Highway
have faded from memory.
Sheridan – located in the center 229. This place was settled in the
early 1800’s and later competed
of the county at the intersections
of Highways 270 and 167. It was se- with Poyen for economic survival on the Rock Island Railroad.
lected as the count seat when the
Nydia – was settled by former
county was created in 1869, but
slaves and their descendants
was not incorporated until 1887.
after the Civil War. The only visiPrattsville – located about nine
ble sign of the community today
miles west of Sheridan on Highis a cemetery. Nydia was located
way 270. Survey maps of Saline
between Fenter and the Saline
County in the 1840’s indicated
that the village of Pratt’s Ferry on County line along Highway 229.
Tull – Located in DeKalb Townthe Camden Road had attracted a
ship, Tull is in the northwest corsmall population by that time.
ner of Grant County on the east
Poyen – located about five
miles west of Prattsville. Settlers side of the Saline River. The first
settlers in this region may have
were moving into the region between present-day Poyen and the arrived as early as the 1820’s.
Old Belfast – once located about
Fenter Community to the north
four miles southeast of Tull. The
as early as 1815.
first settlers arrived sometime
Leola – originally known as
Sandy Springs, it is located in the before 1840 and began leaving the
southwest corner of Grant Coun- area after the Civil War.
Palestine – Located about two
ty on Highway 46. It consisted
miles west of New Belfast. It was
mainly of farm dwellings and
settled between 1820 and 1860.
fields along the Camden Road at
New Belfast – By 1880’s Old Belthe time of the Civil War. It was
fast residents had relocated to here.
renamed Leola in 1907 after the
COURTESY OF THE
GRANT COUNTY MUSEUM

It is located about two miles east of
Palestine Church on Highway 35.
Corinth – known as Henslee’s
Springs in 1860, it is located about
six miles north of Sheridan and
about two miles southeast of New
Belfast. It is in the area of Corinth
Baptist Church and cemetery. A
school once stood near the present
church before it consolidated with
Sheridan in 1930.
Ico – was called Wardsville
prior to 1886 and occupied an
area extending northward from
Hurricane Creek at the Highway
167 crossing to the junction of
Highway 167 and County Road 58.
Ico was regarded by some to be in
the Cane Creek Community.
Orion – is a community built
around a church as early as 1860
in northeast Grant County. The
Orion Community is about seven
miles east of Ico and North of
Walnut Ridge.
Amber – has also been called
the Walnut Ridge Community.
Some present-day maps still identify the area as Amber.
Junet – a post office was established, and a small community
developed around it by 1880. This
place is north of Prague at the
intersection of U.S. Highway 270
and County Road 75.
Prague – is located about two
miles south of Junet on U.S. Highway 270. It was settled by a group
of Bohemian descent in 1912.
Darysaw – once located in Jefferson County prior to 1869, it had
at least one store and a post office.
It is also known as Cedar Branch
and is located on Highway 190 at
the Grant-Jefferson County line.
Bookman – is located along the
old Princeton Pike east of the junction of Highway 35 and 190 in Darysaw Township. This place was also
known as Okay and is believed to
have been originally populated by
ex-slaves and their descendants
following the Civil War.
Ain – was important enough to
have a post office in 1879. Early
maps from 1879 to 1900 show the
central location at the junction of
present Highways 35 and 190 east
of Cross Roads. The area known
as Ain today extends south of
this point for about two miles and

around the local church.
Cross Roads – is a name given
to several locations including
Poyen, as well as the settlement
which developed around the
preset New Hope Church and
old Cross Roads School about six
miles south of Sheridan.
Millersville – named for a timber company boss, it grew around
Bluff City Lumber Company operations just prior to World War I and
is located about ten miles south of
Sheridan on U.S. Highway 167.
Hedden Chapel – developed
around its church and is on
County Road 14 between Pine
Ridge and Hurricane Creek.
Pine Ridge – is located around
the Pine Ridge Presbyterian
Church and had been referred
to as the Lowman settlement. It
is located along County Road 14,
east of Highway 35, between Ain
Baptist Church and Grapevine.
Grapevine – is located15 miles
southeast of Sheridan on Highway
35. Some small stores, a church,
log school, and a Masonic Lodge
were established there by 1868.
Brooks – had a post office as
early as 1872 and was located about

four miles south of Grapevine on
Highway 35 in Madison Township.
Lamont – was a settlement
about two miles east of Brooks
Ephesus – the church was
meeting in 1885 about five miles
southwest of Sheridan. Persons
living near this church said they
lived at Ephesus, although the
Cherry Grove settlement was
only a short distance to the east.
Ephesus Church is often said to be
in the Cherry Grove Community.
Oak Grove – has changed its
boundaries over the years. Today
it is about six miles east of Sheridan along Highway 270 between
Hurricane Creek and Junet.
Center Grove is also within this
area and maintains an identity of
its own, although its boundaries
are also difficult to define.
Liberty – located about two
miles southwest of New Belfast
Cane Creek – was built around
a school and church. It occupies
a roughly defined area east of Ico
on Highway 167 and west of Orion.
Stretched along County Road 58,
it is located in the vicinity of the
creek from which it takes its name.
Davis Creek – located about

half a mile southwest of Prattsville and east of the Saline River.
The local church was established
as early as 1867 and was first
located in the Sweet Home Community north of Prattsville.
Poe – had a post office established in 1887, and was about two
miles southeast of New Belfast.
The settlement was created
before the Civil War and was
named after William Poe.
Sweet Home – is a name given
to a populated area around the
Sweet Home Baptist Church north
of Prattsville. It developed in the
1890’s and still retains its identity.
Slab Town – is located about
two miles south of Sheridan on
U.S. Highway 167 and was first
known as Boar’s Ridge. It was
later renamed for the number of
houses constructed of split poles
called slabs and built during the
1930’s and 1940’s, using wood from
a saw mill set up in that area.
Shiloh – is an early community
established during the 1840’s in
Calvert Township about two miles
west of Millersville. The Shiloh
Missionary Baptist Church has
served as the center of the area.

Celebrating 150 Years of Grant County!
21,895 Members
4439 Miles of Distribution & Transmission Lines In Eight Counties
BOARD MEMBERS
Charles S. Searcy – Drew County
Phillip C. “Phil” Wilson – Grant County
William “Bubba” Humphrey – Jefferson County
Ray E. Morrison – Cleveland County
Keith Griffin – Lincoln County
John Ed Ashcraft – Cleveland County
Robert Wilson Floyd – Lincoln County
Lawrence “Bubba” Hudson – Desha County
Greg S. Smith – CEO/General Manager

C & L Electric
Cooperative Corporation
P.O. Box 9, Star City, AR 71667 / 870.628.4221/www.clelectric.com
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Shopping for Goods

The first building in Sheridan was erected in the woods
– for the principal streets
were not cleared much until
the late years – was a hotel on
Oak Street, opposite the home
of W.C.C. Dorough, by James
A. Wallace. W.M. Allison
built the first storehouse on
the northwest corner of Main
& Center Streets, but the first
store opened was in a building erected by Francis Posey,
on the southeast corner of
Oak & Center Streets. The
firm was Posey & Morton.
D.L. Glover built the first saw
and corn mill in 1878, and
business increased constantly
during the present decade,
until now there are several
stores, general and drug, and
repair shops.
Grapevine secured its start
in the world through the
opening of a store by D.R. Williams early in the 1880’s.
Prattsville began around
the same time. G.W. Allen
opened the first store, and the
settlement increased slowly.
Belfast began with the store
of W.T. Poe, about 1866.
Many other stores were
established throughout the
county, as you will find on the
following list of Grant County
Merchants – Prior to 1900.

T.A. Morris 1869-1874
W.A. Smith
1874-1876
J.H. Crutchfield1876-1878
T.A. Morris 1878-1880
W.T. Poe
1880-1882
J.W. Lybrand 1882-1886
S.R. Cobb
1886-1892
E.P. Harrison 1892-1894
J.A. Waddell 1894-1898
W.M. Sheppard1898-1902
J.W. Lybrand 1902-1906
W.J. James
1906-1910
J.L. West
1910-1912
Isaac McClellan1912-1914
J.L. West
1914-1916
J.A. Waddell 1916-1919
William Sheppard 1919-1923
R.W. Glover 1923-1925
J.W. Lybrand 1925-1926
J.W. Lybrand, Jr.1927-1934
E.H. DuVall 1935-1938
J.R. Mathews 1939-1944
Otto Cearley 1945-1952
W.E. Reaves 1953-1958
W.N. Hall
1959-1964
Joe L. Harper 1965-1968
Veo Easley
1969-1982
Roy E. Baxley 1983Carey Clark 1991-1996
Kemp Nall
1997-2015
Denice Nall		
?
Randy Pruitt 2017-present

County Clerk

E.H. Vance, Jr. 1869-1872
T.B. Rhodes 1872-1878
W.N. Cleveland1878-1880
T.B. Morton 1880-1886
W.J. Wallace 1886-1888
J.J. Beavers 1888-1892
E.F. Messenger 1892-1902
Dan J. Taylor 1902-1906
E.D. DuVall 1906-1910
J.A. Poe
1910-1914
O.L. Nall
1914-1921
J.R. Mathews 1921-1925
Ed F. McDonald1925-1928
E.H. DuVall 1929-1934
J.J. Jones
1935-1938
A.C. Cearley 1939-1942
W.S. Crutchfield 1943-1946
Gean McDonald 1947-1958
Mac Carder 1959-1962
Veo Easley
1963-1968
Jack Reynolds 1969-1974
Harlan Walker 1975-1976
Rita Barnes 1977-1980
Maurice Shoptaw 1981-1990
Lois Easterly 1991-1992

County Sheriff

T.W. Quinn
1869-1874
S.D. Reese
1874-1878
W.C.C. Dorough1878-1880
S.D. Reese
1880-1884
W.C.C. Dorough1884-1892
E.B. Toler
1892-1896
F.W. Rushing 1896-1900
W.D. McDonald1900-1904
J.A. Poe
1904-1908
J.B. Gean
1809-1912
J.R. Mathews 1912-1916

Grant County: 150 Years Strong
1869 - 2019



     

 

Parnell Hotel

   
   



Blakley Drug Store

150 years of Grant County
Elected Officials
County Judge

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2019

J.B. Slaughter 1916-1921
Ed. F. McDonald1921-1925
J.R. Mathews 1925-1928
M.N. McDonald1929-1934
Paul J. Clark 1935-1937
Minnie B. Clark1937-1938
W.B. Paxton 1939-1944
J.B. McCool 1945-1948
W.N. Hall
1949-1956
Ray Childers 1957-1960
Vernon Hope 1961-1964
Lewis Shirron 1965-1978
Robert Shepherd 1979-1988

Maurice Shoptaw 1965-1968
Robert Shepherd 1969-1974
Billy Winkle 1975-1978
Roy Baxley
1979-1982
Lois Easterly 1983-1990
Betty Jordan 1991

Happy 150th
Anniversary
Grant County

Grant County
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Patrick Campbell, Agent
107 N. Rock Street, Sheridan (870) 942-2311
www.patrickgcampbell.com

County Treasurer

Thomas Page 1869-1872
J.W. Lybrand 1872-1874
D. Johnson
1874-1884
R.M. Rodgers 1884-1892
F.W. Rushing 1892-1894
H.S. Mathis 1894-1898
J.P. Shepherd 1898-1904
W.J. Rushing 1904-1908
D.E. Gean
1908-1912
E.E. McCool 1912-1919
W.D. Mathews 1919-1923
W.E. Gean
1923-1925
W.D. Mathews 1925-1928
Jewell J. Jones 1929-1934
A.C. Cearley 1935-1938
W.S. Crutchfield 1939-1942
Minnie B. Clark 1943-1946
George Berry 1947-1950
Dow May
1951-1954
Mac Carder 1955-1958
Joe L. Harper 1959-1964
Jack Reynolds 1965-1968
Maurice Shoptaw 1969-1974
Robert L. Shepherd 1975-1978
Billy Winkle 1979-1986
Betty Jordan 1986
Olga Winkle 1987-1990
Paul Crouse 1991-1996
Marilyn Easley
1996
Tim Stuckey 1997-present

Proud to Celebrate 150 Years
of This Wonderful County!

County Tax Assessor

J.H. Burk
1869-1872
E.H. Vance, Sr. 1872-1874
R.H. Ray
1874-1876
W.C.C. Dorough 1876-1878
William Bird 1878-1882
W.H. Gober
1882-1888
J.A. Waddell 1888-1892
I.P. Shepherd 1892-1896
R.W. Glover 1896-1900
G.W. Walker 1900-1902
Walter Hamilton1902-1906
G.N. Lybrand 1906-1910
J.A. Bratton 1910-1914
W.T. Jackson 1914-1919
Horace Capel 1919-1921
R.B. Glover
1921-1923
H.J. Capel
1923-1925
J.M. Harrison 1925-1928
C.E. Crowson 1929-1934
S. Crutchfield 1935-1938
Minnie Clark 1939-1942
George Berry 1943-1946
Dow May
1947-1950
Mac Carder 1951-1954
Duffie Jackson 1955-1959
Jack Reynolds 1959-1964

Since 1936
1301 South Rock Street, Sheridan, AR 72150
(870) 942-3231 / www.BuieFuneralHome.com
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From sixty to two, a look back at the
schools in Grant County
BY ERIC MOORE
THE SHERIDAN HEADLIGHT

Sheridan and Poyen. If you
were to ask someone today
to name the schools of Grant
County, that is the answer you
would get, as the Sheridan
and Poyen school districts
house the remaining two high
schools in the county.
Of course, that wasn’t
always the case. If you go
back 25 years, you would see
a school in Prattsville (1994).
Go back another 10 years
and you would find a school
in Leola (closed in 1987) and
one in Grapevine (closed in
1985). The number of schools
in Grant County has been
gradually thinning since it

topped out at a grand total of
60 schools in 1919.
The history of the schools in
this county dates back to a time
before there was a Grant County.
Back when what is now known
as Grant County was parts of
Hot Spring, Jefferson and Saline
counties, schools seemed to be
found in every small community
or neighborhood.
Prior to the 1869 creation of
the county, there were a number
of “subscription schools,” which
were held in homes or churches.
These schools were taught by
young men who were hired by
parents with means that were
wanting their children to get a
basic education. While cash was
the preferred form of payment
requested by these teachers,

they would often accept livestock or farm products as the
situation warranted.
When the county was created,
it was separated into 12 townships with a total of 43 separate
school districts. It was also
during this time that thought
was given to educating African-American students as well.
It was up to the county
examiners to certify public teachers in an array of
subjects, such as algebra,
Arkansas history, grammar,
penmanship and more. These
certifications were done by
way of tests and depending
on the results of the tests, a
teacher would receive first,
second or third grade teaching certificates.

Grapevine School

It wasn’t until 1909 that it
became mandatory for children to attend school. Prior
to that, they attended school
at their parents’ discretion,
whenever they were not needed in the fields. The minimum
number of required days was
raised to 120 per year in 1927,
before being upped to 148 in
1930. That number has significantly increased since then to

around 180 days per year.
In the early days of Grant
County schools, students and
teachers alike made their way
to school either by walking or
by horse, no matter what the
weather. The earliest school
buildings were usually just
one or two-room log structures
that provided the most basic resistance against the elements.
The schools would take on

the name of the communities
they were in, or in some cases, a teacher or family. There
are some schools that just
adopted the name of a local
church or landmark.
The total list of schools in
Grant County at one time
included Ain, Amity, Appling
(Pine Grove), Batchelor, Baucum,
Bodark (Millersville), Brush

See Schools, page 16
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SCHOOLS
FROM PAGE 15

Creek, Cane Creek, Carder,
Cedar Branch, Cooper Memorial, Corinth, Cross Roads, Dodd
(Providence), Dogwood, Dorsey
(Tabor), Ellis (Junet), Fenter
(Walnut Grove), Fikes Town,
Gowan, Grapevine, Happy Jack,
Harvest Bell, Hood, Lambert Wing,
Lamont, Leola, Liberty, Link, Little
Creek, Lokey, Lost Creek (Bright),
Macedonia, Marlow, Moore, Morris
(Goggins), Nall (Nydia), New Prospect (Sandy Springs), Oak Grove,
Orion, Oxner, Palestine (Hicks
Institute), Paxton, Poyen (Cross
Roads, New Hope, Earle), Prague,

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2019

elementary school resides. The
two-story brick structure was
similar in design to the 1913
Sheridan school.
The college was organized
into six schools and offered
a standard four-year school
course. Possible degrees
included an Associate of Arts,
Associate of Science in Music,
Associate of Science in Bible
and Associate of Arts in Bible.
The college fell prey to the
Great Depression and was forced
to close its doors in 1934. The following year, the Sheridan School
District purchased the college
building and grounds and the
elementary school moved from
the 1913 structure to the college’s

Leola High
School

Prattsville (Mt. Harmony), Rock
Creek, Sandy Ridge, Schuler, Shady
Grove, Sheridan, Shiloh, Short Leaf
Camp, Stoudamire (Lowman), St.
Paul (Bookman), Stuckey, Sweet
Home (The Academy), Taylor,
Tollman, Tull, Union, Walnut
Ridge, Walnut Grove, Walters,
Watson, West, Wiggins, Wilson and
Winston. The names in parenthesis
are either former, or more common
names, for the schools.

location. That building was
used by the district until it was
destroyed by a fire in 1956.
In 1868, there was a school
located east of Sheridan, which
was later relocated to be within
the city limits. It is thought that
this school was located on Bell
Street, between Oak and Main.
In 1879, construction was underway for classes for lower grades.
In 1882, the school was relocated

school was expanded to 10
grades before including 12
grades a short time later.
In the 1920s, many of the small
rural schools began consolidating with Sheridan. A total of 21
schools in Grant County (and one
in Saline County) merged with
Sheridan between 1928 and 1949.
While Sheridan received the
bulk of the students in the county, one other school persisted
despite rocky beginnings.
The first school in Poyen was
constructed in 1855, and was
a simple log structure built on
Francois Creek about a mile
north of Poyen. Known as the
School House Ford, it was a small
building with a fireplace and
windows covered with wooden
shutters. Wintertime classes
were made nearly impossible in
this structure because of the lack
of protection from the elements.
Some time later another log
building was constructed at
Cross Roads (the former name
of Poyen). In 1879, that simple
structure was replaced by a oneroom building, which remained
in place until 1908. That year, a
two-story frame building was
erected where Poyen School currently resides. In 1935, that building was torn down and replaced
by a brick veneer building, which
housed the school until its many
expansions over the years.
Today, the Sheridan School
District, which includes Sheridan Elementary, East End
Elementary, Sheridan Intermediate, East End Intermediate,
Sheridan Junior High and Sheridan High School, has a total
enrollment of 4,053 students; the
Poyen School District, which is
comprised of Poyen Elementary
and Poyen High School has a
total enrollment of 606 students.
Source: Our Timberland
Home by Elwin Goolsby

Sheridan High School

1869

Grant County

2019

Poyen High
School

870.942.2111 / www.us.kohler.com/us/
Many of these schools are just
memories, or a landmark, now. The
two remaining school districts can
trace their lineage back to the days
before Grant County.
Grant County was also home to a
college at one time. The Missionary
Baptist College began its mission of
higher education in 1919. Two years
later, 11 acres were purchased
by the college trustees adjacent
to Sheridan, where the current

again to the Rock Street location.
Four years later, a Normal School
was established to train local
teachers, which was located on the
corner of Oak and Pine streets.
Sheridan moved into a new
two-story brick building in
1913, which was constructed
just south of the old frame
school. The new school had
seven rooms and a chapel.
It was around this time the

AS WE HONOR
OUR PAST

Prattsville High
School

WE BUILD FOR
OUR FUTURE!

HAPPY
150TH BIRTHDAY
GRANT COUNTY!

870.942.3135
www.SheridanSchools.org
#YJNation
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An industrial history of Grant County
BY JASE GOINS
GRANT COUNTY MUSEUM

Grant County has a long industrial history, and while we could
cover dozens of businesses that
have influenced Grant County’s
growth over the decades, the
following will focus strictly on the
core industries around which other successful commercial ventures
developed. After all, a successful
industry is one of the cornerstones
of a thriving community. Without one the population suffers.
When economically stressed
long enough, the inhabitants will
move elsewhere in search of relief,
leaving their community with
a smaller population. Having
fewer potential workers inhibits
the community’s ability to grow
and attract more industry. If
this downward spiral continues
unchecked it can cause a town’s
population to dwindle away.
A community built upon a
solid economic foundation will
have the opposite effect. More
money to go around leads to
better lives for the citizens of
an area. The opportunity for
that better life draws in more
inhabitants. A population increase attracts more industry
and the economic spiral climbs
upwards. Grant County began
its climb in the early 1800’s.
The first earnest arrival
of European-descent settlers
began during the 1820’s. They
were mostly hunter/trappers who found the pristine
countryside rife with game.
Goodspeed’s Biographical and
Historical Memoirs of Central
Arkansas published in 1889
tells us that, “Hunting and trapping was almost the exclusive
occupation of the settlers before
1840.” A later passage gives
more detail on the plethora of
wildlife in Grant County and
its economic benefit. “Hunting
and trapping has continued
with some as a favorite occupation even down to 1889, as deer,
turkey, ducks, opossum, coon,
etc., are yet common. The wilds
for a long time yielded subsistence so easily that there was
little need of effort.”
The timber that was home
to that local fauna was quite
different than the current landscape. Today we are familiar
with pine forests that generally
fall into one of three categories. Clear-cuts of barren land
waiting to be replanted, pine
thickets with underbrush growing so thickly between the trees
as to make an impenetrable
wall, and ready to harvest pine
in clean, neat rows. Armen
Dressel described the very different woodlands of yesteryear
in the April 1st, 1976 edition of
The Sheridan Headlight: “The
virgin forest was open underneath, and a man could ride
horseback through the woods
without having to duck brush.
Deer could be sighted between

the trees over one-quarter mile
away. Wildlife was abundant…”
The trees were commonly thirty inches or more in diameter
and eighty feet plus feet tall.
Imagine hunting in a huge
columned ballroom. It was a
gamesmen’s paradise.
When a trapper arrived
in the paradise that would
become Grant County, they
would locate a viable hunting
area and begin clearing an
opening among the monstrous
trees for a cabin. All the wood
they could ever call for in this
endeavor was provided by
the surrounding forest. With
enough space cleared, a small
garden would be planted to
supplement a protein-heavy
diet of game and fish. The requirements of food and shelter
being squared away, hunting
for profit could begin.
For a time the fur trade was
lucrative, but no area can
sustain being heavily hunted
indefinitely. Once the wildlife
had been thinned past the
point of being unprofitable, a
hunter would pack up their
belongings, leaving behind a
serviceable cabin and garden
patch, for another region to
begin the process anew. A
commerce such as this was
feasible for a handful, but a
more robust industry was
needed for the county to grow.
As it turns out, the hunters inadvertently aided the next economic
step via their vacated houses.
These abandoned homesteads
were often reclaimed by settlers
making their way west. Even if the
discovered cabin was decayed to
the point of being uninhabitable, a
cleared patch of land in the midst of
the dense forest was a windfall few
were willing to pass up. They may
have been monetarily poor but the
communities were growing, and
by using these new residents as its
foundation, the county’s industry
could evolve beyond the hunter/
trapper trade. It was a modest
beginning. But it was a beginning.
Local blacksmiths would
provide the next step up. A
blacksmith was vital to a
growing community and was
a centuries old profession
when settlers began arriving
here. Heating and manipulating metal into a desired
form, whether it was for the
barnyard or the kitchen table,
a blacksmith had to be competent and adaptable. Most of
a blacksmith’s efforts at that
time would have been spent
shoeing horses, repairing farm
equipment, and making nails,
hinges, and other hardware for
houses. Grant County Museum’s volunteer blacksmith
Larry Layne explained to the
Sheridan Headlight how a
nail, the least of a blacksmith’s
work, impacted society. “…a
simple, rudimentary piece
of iron...Its’ what built this
county, it ties things together,

leness of natural waterways
and could operate consistently year-round. The reason
for their scarcity lay in their
rather significant price tag.
The most notable steam-powered mill in Grant County’s
history was Whitten’s Mill,
which operated near Prattsville.It was destroyed by the
Union Army’s cavalry during
the events of the Battle of
Jenkins’ Ferry in 1864.
Whatever its type, the
mills could offer a myriad of
Koon & Rushing Blacksmith Shop in Sheridan
services. Some provided sawn
Blacksmith James Daniel Koon is holding a hammer and horseshoe.
lumber or shingles for homes
relocated
to
the
creeks
and
other
and out-buildings. Others
as lowly a thing as it is.”
streams after learning of the Sawere gristmills that ground
When a community grew
line’s propensity to flood during
up corn and grain from the
large enough, a professional
heavy bouts of rain. The dramat- local farmers. A few provided
could set up shop and make a
ic increase in water volume made service as cotton gins. Some of
living as a blacksmith. Sam
mill operations difficult and, from the mills did all three, altering
Crutchfield was a prominent
time to time, could even wash the their setup according to the
blacksmith in Sheridan for
entire mill away.
season allowing them to redecades. He discussed his
Despite this, there were still main in operation year-round.
profession with the Arkansas
Gazette in 1954: “I started doing some millers that chose to set The mills were relatively
up on the Saline. Their mills
small and mostly supplied
blacksmith work for my father
used undershot or flutter
their local communities, but
in the Paxton Community, I’ve
wheels. Flutter wheels were
they were another step in the
been in this shop in Sheridan
made of vertical wooden
fledgling county’s industry.
for thirty-seven years. I’ve
paddles about six feet long
The virgin timber that
enjoyed my shoeing more than
the new settlers considered
anything else. Of course it’s not attached to a wooden hub.
When the flow of water passed such an obstruction to their
what it used to be. I’ve shod as
under the lower part of this
homesteading efforts would
high as thirty-five animals a
wheel it cause it to turn,
ironically become the counday back in the old days.”
thereby activating the maty’s cash cow. Goodspeed’s
“I do shoeing for Williams
chinery inside the building.
Biographical and Historical
Lumber Company and Long
Memoirs of Central Arkansas
Bell…I just hope there’ll be hors- In some cases, a wooden dam
was constructed upstream
had indicated this as a poses around as long as I’m able
to channel water toward the
sibility: “The uplands of the
to shoe ‘em.” As all too rarely
wheel. However, most still
county are practically a forest
happens in life, Mr. Crutchfield
considered the Saline not
of fine yellow pine, slightly
got his wish. He passed away in
worth the investment risk
mixed with oaks, and furnish1956 from a stroke he suffered
with safer options nearby.
ing 80,000 to 200,000 feet to
while shoeing a horse.
A few steam-powered mills
the forty acres, and awaiting
Besides blacksmiths, included
the advent of a railway to roll
among the incoming settlers were were also scattered throughout the county. The steam
wealth into someone’s pocket.
various millers. The earliest of
mills used large metal boilers The bottoms have chiefly
these millers established themwhite and other oaks, and yelselves along the Saline River, as it to generate energy for the
mill’s machinery. Steam mills low or sweet gums, with some
was by far the largest waterway
hickory, holly, maple, elm,
in the county. Most, however, soon were not subject to the fickash, etc. Little of this timber
has been touched…”
Large-scale commercial
logging would arrive in the
1880’s in pursuing that wealth.
Northern-based timber
companies, having exhausted
the forestlands of the upper
Midwest, began relocating
their crews to the vast swaths
of virgin timber remaining
in the South. The St. Louis
Iron Mountain and Southern
Railroad Company and the
Muskegon Lumber Company
out of Muskegon County Michigan were two of the first, and
largest, of these companies to
Farrell Lumber Company’s narrow-guage railroad tram from the
operate in Grant County.
Marvin’s Chapel Logging Camp

Before the arrival of the big
companies there had been
some small scale logging in
Grant County. Crews would
fell trees, mostly near the
Saline River, and float them
downstream to mills. Teams
of men, known as river rats,
would drag the logs next to
the river and secure them
together with spikes and
chains. The makeshift rafts
would remain beached until
the river level rose enough to
float them, mostly during the
winter months. Navigating
the cumbersome rafts down
river was accomplished by a
small boat leading procession
and using ropes to pull the
logs around bends in the river
with men at the back pushing the end around the turns
with poles. When the log rafts
arrived at their destination,
they were disassembled for
milling. The river rats would
then hike back to Grant County and prepare another raft.
A large amount of the cypress along the Saline’s banks
was harvested this way, as it
was a desired wood and easy
to maneuver into the river.
While river-rafting provided
jobs for some, it was inefficient, due once again to the
Saline’s unpredictable nature.
Better resources were needed
for large-scale harvesting of
the timber. Which is what the
St. Louis Iron Mountain and
Muskegon Lumber Companies had at their disposal.
These big lumber companies arranged logging camps
around the county and put
them to work. A logging
camp was a fully functioning
self-contained community specifically designed to harvest
and ship timber as effectively
as possible. Everything that
would be needed was brought
in on railcars and set up in the
area to be logged. The largest
camps had hundreds of people
living and working in them,
and not just loggers. Workers’
families traveled with the
camp and lived in tents, small
portable houses, or railroad
cars. Families ate together in
their home while the single
men at the camp dined at a
communal cafeteria. The
children, instead of playing
in the woods all day, went to
a company provided school.
Food, clothes, and other home

See Industrial History, page 18
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goods were available at the
camp commissary.
With the camp established,
the loggers assaulted the
virgin timber in force. Using cross-cut saws and axes,
the men cut the trees down
at waist-height. They were
unconcerned with the wasted material, as there was so
much timber available it was
preferable to preserve the
effort than gain the extra material. Teams of oxen or mules
would then drag the fallen
trees out to a nearby loading
area where steam-powered
equipment loaded the logs onto
railcars and carried back to
the mill by the narrow-gauge
railroad tram also constructed by the timber company.
In Our Timberland Home,
Leonard Reaves described
the narrow-gauge railroad
system of his youth: “Trams
or tracks ran all over the
place. The tracks were laid
in sections on ties cut from
the right-of-way. They were
rounded on one side and
squared on the top with a
broad axe. The rails were
secured to the ties with spikes
driven into the ties but not the
rails. The head of the spike
was wider on one side than
the other. The tracks were not
put together very well, and if
you looked at them from the
middle as a locomotive was
coming, they went all over the
place like waves on a lake.”
The ad hoc railways connected to other rail systems
that allowed the trains to
transport their loads to Pine
Bluff and other areas with
large mills. To shorten the
length of the temporary
trams, a permanent railroad
through the county was organized in 1903 by Austin Cargill of Cargill Securities. The
“Pine Bluff & Western Railroad Company” would build
45 miles of railroad from
Pine Bluff to Benton by way
of Sheridan. However, before
its completion, Cargill sold
the track and right-of-way to
the St. Louis Iron Mountain &
Southern Railroad for 1.5 million dollars and permission
to run two log trains a day
over the line. Iron Mountain
finished the track, and Grant
County, along with its economy, were now connected by a
dependable railway to the rest
of the state.
Rock Island, Arkansas and
Louisiana Railroad built another line that ran through Leola
and Poyen in 1905, improving
the economy in those areas.
The economic impact that railroad had on the Leola area was
so dynamic the Arkansas Democrat made this report in its
December 6, 1906 issue: “Town
of Leola Is A Boom Town”
Leola, Dec 6 – (Special.) –
Leola, the new town on the
Rock Island Southern, still
in its swaddling clothes, and

less than a year old, presents
a scene of business activity
that is indeed remarkable
for a town of its tender age.
Where the towns stands today
was nothing more than a vast
wilderness one year ago, but
the coming of the Rock Island
Southern changed all this. As
soon as the locating survey
was made and it was known
definitely that the road would
be built, the selection of the
site for the new town naturally
made the promoters turn to
the elevated ridge comprising
some 800 acres, which prove to
be an ideal place, and so Leola
was launched forth in all the
agony of a metropolitan style.”
“The first town lot was sold
to Louis Altheimer of Little
Rock on the second day of
January of the present year.
Other investors, seeing a
good thing, made haste to
follow suit. Today Leola has
ten business house, fifty-two
dwelling houses and is building faster than any other town
in Arkansas. Several sawmills and planers are at work
every day turning out some
50,000 feet of finished lumber
daily. In addition to this, the
Sheridan Stave Company will
commence the task of moving
their enormous stave mill to
this place on January 1. This
in itself will almost double the
population of the town. Many
new buildings have been built
or are under the process of
construction. The new hotel
being built by S.R. Parnell will
be up to date in every respect,
having twenty-one rooms.”
“The railroad is laying
the foundation for the enormous water tank which will
represent an outlay of $10,000.
Subscription has been taken
to the amount of $12,500 for
a new bank. As soon as the
subscriptions reach $15,000
a handsome new brick bank
building will be erected and a
bank will open as soon as the
bank is completed. Residences
were going up all over town.
This class of work has been
delayed to some extent owing
to the scarcity of carpenters.
Houses are in great demand,
and many are living in tents.”
The railroads promoted
growth at every community
they passed through. Depots
were built along the railways
at Belfast, Fenter, Leola, Poyen,
Prague, and Sheridan for freight
and passengers to be exchanged.
The rail systems had originally
been built to ship timber out
of the county but, in turn also
encouraged larger, permanent
mills to be established in Grant
County. Mills that would provide hundreds of jobs.
The Nickey Brothers Mill
was one of these; it opened
somewhere around 1922 or
1923 between Poyen and Leola. Cloy E. (Bud) Harris lived
near the mill and ruminated
on it during an interview in

1977: “It had about eighty acres
including the lumber yard and
workers’ housing. Privately
owned railroads brought the
logs into the mill which was on
the east side of the tracks. All
the logs ran up on the second
floor level for their first cutting.
The boilers were located on the
southeast corner of the mill and
used waste products such as
sawdust and slabs for fuel. They

years…We talked to the Sheridan banker and others, and
they agreed to sell a thirty acre
tract in Sheridan for the mill.”
“We had a manufacturing
company that made wagon
stock from cherry bark oak. In
1941 we built a new mill across
Highway 270 from the old one…
Our manufacturing company
was on the south side, and our
J.L. Williams and Sons Mill on

J.L. Williams & Sons Lumber Company in 1933
had to make their own electricity with a generating plant.”
“The sawyer operated the
carriage, sawed the lumber,
and sized it. He was a man
named Phillips and lived in
a company house northeast
of the mill near the lumber
yard. The commissary, boarding house, and dwellings were
on the west side of the tracks.
The boarding house was for
single men and visitors. It
was a hotel-type frame building with twenty to twenty-five
rooms. Mrs. Sprague ran the
boarding house and served
family style meals paid for
by the workers. The food was
placed on a table, and everybody helped himself.”
“The workers and their
families lived on the west
side in small painted houses. On the northwest corner
of Nickey Brothers’ eighty
acres, there were fifteen or
twenty houses. A lot of people
built these two or three room
shacks themselves.”
Despite the accomplishment
of the Nickey Brothers and
other mills, the largest and
most successful of the local
mills was The J.L. Williams
and Sons Lumber Company
that came to Sheridan in 1923.
Oliver R. Williams, son of
J.L. Williams, described the
mill’s arrival and operations
in Grant County during a January 30, 1977 interview: “We
purchased about 30,000 acres
on the Redfield Road from
J.W. Meeks. It was old Sawyer
Austin land, and we thought
we had enough to last for three

the north side.”
However, by the 1920’s the
days of the carefree harvesting of virgin timber were at
an end. Timber companies
began requiring workers to
leave stumps no higher than
their knee when they felled
trees. Complicating matters
were cattle farmers repeatedly burning what wooded
areas that had not been
harvested to promote grass
to grow for their herds. The
impact of this hit the county
hard. The Nickey Brothers
Mill slowed production in
the late 1920’s as the timber
became depleted and closed in
the early 1930’s with arrival of the Great Depression.
Likewise, Leola’s “boom” was
over. Just as the abundance
of timber had strengthened
the town’s prosperity, the
absence of it proportionately
crippled the town. The heyday
of lumber companies and
their contributions to Grant
County’s economy would have
ended completely if not for the
work of Mr. C.E. Baxter of the
Long-Bell Lumber Company.
Long –Bell began operating locally in 1910 when it
purchased the Sawyer and
Austin Lumber Company. In
1923 they hired Mr. Baxter to
inspect Long-Bell’s land holdings in Grant County for a
potential sell-off. At that time
Long-Bell held over 58,000
acres, most of which was
cut-over land that had been
subjected to multiple burnings. Baxter, however, had
the long-term vision to see

Williams Mill

the open land as an opportunity to regrow, and hopefully
sustain, new forests.
The first order of business
for Baxter was convincing
the local citizens to stop the
burnings for their free range
cattle. One home at a time he
made visits explaining how
letting the forests regrow was
beneficial for everyone if they
would just show some patience. To aid in his crusade,
he began holding a Forestry Festival every year and
encouraged everyone in the
county to attend. The festival
was full of fun, food, games,
and most importantly, speakers promoting forest conservation with the slogan of
“Keep Grant County Green.”
Once Baxter had the public
swayed to his side, the real
work began. He established a
forest reserve on Long-Bell’s
empty cutover properties.
The few remaining young
forests on Long-Bell land
were thinned to promote
healthier growth. Undesirable trees and the deformed
or sickly, were marked and
removed. Loggers were
instructed to be especially
mindful of damaging young
pines. Most importantly, he
had the cutovers replanted in
pine, which grew significantly
faster than hardwood. The goal
was to have planted more acres
than were cut each year. After
several lean financial years in
the beginning, the replanting
proved to be a great success.
At the operation’s peak Baxter
was overseeing the replanting
of 300 acres a year. By 1941 the
58,000 barren acres Baxter and
Long-Bell had started with was
now a 70,000 acre forest that
was consistently producing
harvestable timber every year.
Word of Baxter’s success
began to spread, and he used
every opportunity to share
his knowledge with others
who were curious about his
methods. The results of what
he had accomplished reached
so far as to attract German
government officials to Grant
County so that they might
study the “Baxter Plan.”
Through thoughtfulness
and great effort C.E. Baxter
proved the forests were a
renewable resource and saved
the timber industry which
was key to Grant County’s
long term prosperity.
Now, with the economy
steadily growing, what little
cash folks had needed to be
kept in a safe place. No banks
were available in Grant Coun-

ty forcing people to use banks
in other cities. Traveling to
Malvern or Pine Bluff was a
difficult trip at the time, so
most people secreted their
money away somewhere on
their property in the literal
“buried out back in a Mason
jar” sense. The lack of a
proper local bank affected the
county government as well.
Alma Rodgers explains the
troubles her father, R.M. Rodgers, dealt with as county treasurer from 1884-1892 in The
Life Story of R.M. Rodgers:
“During the eight years
Father was Treasurer of Grant
County, we had no bank,
therefore he had to take care
of the money in his home, as
did his predecessors in office.
A few days before he took his
oath of office, he went to Pine
Bluff, purchased the strongest
trunk that could be found in
the city, one with a good lock
and key. The trunk had a large
tray in the upper part which
contained several compartments, and in these he kept
the most valuable papers. The
money was kept in the bottom
of the trunk in stacks and
strong cloth sacks which were
arranged in regular order.”
“Father and Mother never
left our home at the same time
during the entire eight years
he was Treasurer. One always
remained there until the other
returned. Father kept the key
in his possession at all times,
no one had access to it. The
trunk was kept locked.”
“After the collection of taxes
each year and the apportionment of the tax, money due to
be turned over to the Treasurer
by the County Collector as well
as from the State, had to be
delivered in cash. Father would
make the trip to Little Rock to
get the money from the State,
and he usually went horseback to Redfield (our nearest
railroad) and there board the
train to Little Rock, and would
return over the same route.”
“I remember distinctly a
number of times he would
come home with the money
(greenbacks) sewn inside
the lining of his vest which
he kept buttoned during the
trip. Mother would help him
get the money out of the vest
and put it in the trunk. The
silver and gold was carried
in saddle bags. However, he
would request that most of the
money be in bills because of
the way he had to travel.”
The need for Mason jar
treasure hunts in the back-

See Industrial History, page 19
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Grant County Bank
yard and county officials
keeping public funds in their
home mercifully ended with
the incorporation of Grant
County Bank on July 29,
1903. Six hundred shares of
stock were sold at $25 a piece
to raise the starting capital
of $15,000 for the county’s
first bank. J.F.H. Wilson was
selected as its first president
with A.B. Rowland serving as
cashier. The new bank provided residents somewhere
secure to keep their money,
plus the bank loaned money
to customers, increasing their
purchasing power so they
could improve their lives.
Need a new mule or some
seed money until the crops
come in? The bank was there
to help you out. Ultimately,
Grant County Bank proved
quite successful, and by 1914
had over $100,000 in assets.
Another bank also opened
up in Leola about this time.
The bank startup mentioned
in the Arkansas Democrat on
the Leola boom became incorporated on April 26, 1907.
Designated the Bank of Leola,
it began with $10,000 in raised
capital and T.M. Deer serving
as president. The bank was
short lived however, with its
assets being liquidated by
the Banking Commissioner
in 1915. Another effort was
put forward to have a bank in
Leola in 1919. The State Bank
of Leola was incorporated on
May 5, 1919, giving the citizens of Leola a local bank for
the first time in four years. It
would meet the same unfortunate fate as its predecessor,
closing its doors on November
17, 1930, around the same time
the nearby Nickey Brothers
Mill ceased operations.
The impact the closings
of the mill and bank had on
Leola is evident when looking
at the U.S. Census numbers of
Leola compared to Sheridan
from 1920 and 1930. In 1920,
Leola was home to 482 people
and growing. Sheridan was
slightly larger with a couple
of hundred more citizens
on record with 695. By 1930
Leola was struggling. The
combined factors of the local
timber industry decline and
the aftereffects of the Great
Depression bankrupted many
of Leola’s business. The loss

of so many jobs precipitated
a population decline, leaving
Leola with a mere 379 inhabitants. Sheridan, in turn,
managed to avoid the worst of
the Depression and benefited
greatly from the success of
the J.L. Williams & Sons Mill.
Consequently, its population
increased, more than doubling in size to 1,590.
By the middle of the 20th
century Grant County had
become home to 8,300 citizens. Timber was still far and
away the largest employer
and source of income in the
county. Concerns that the
county’s economy was too one
dimensional, led to a group
being formed to attract businesses outside of the timber
industry. In 1957 the Grant
County Industrial Development Corporation was established. The group worked
with businessman, and Grant
County native, Witt Stephens
to open an Arkla gas meter
repair plant in Sheridan in
1961. Another non-timber
business moved in when the
Reynolds gas regulator plant
opened in 1963.
The 1960’s saw Grant
County hit a growth spurt in
both industry and population.
Good jobs were available with
Arkla and Rockwell (formerly
Reynolds), and the West Bend
Company opened a factory
here in 1965 to manufacture
stainless steel cookware. The
county’s population would
surge as it had with the
success of the Williams mill
in the 1930’s. By the end of
the decade 1,400 more people
had moved into the county.
The January 21, 1968 Arkansas Gazette ran an article
on Grant County’s newest
economic explosion:
“Industry, Business and
Population All Show Big
Gains in Grant County”
“Sheridan – The Year 1967
was a banner one for Grant
County – from population
gain to industrial and business growth. Indications are
that the trend will continue
throughout 1968, even bettering the ’67 record.”
“Last summer an issue
of the Arkansas Business
Bulletin gave statistics which
showed that Grant County
was fourth among Arkansas

counties in population gain
from 1960 through 1966. It has
been established that 1967
population figures will match,
or prove higher than that of
any year included in the statistical table of figures.”
“Industrial growth and
expansion have shown an upward trend during the year.
West Bend Company, Sheridan Division, which began
operation as manufactures of
stainless steel and aluminum
cookware in 1966, added a
total of 40 employees during
1967. A 3,200 square ft. building was added to the plant to
provide additional storage
space. Delmar E. Gatzke,
resident manager, said that
West Bend sold its products
throughout the United States
and in Europe.”
“Rockwell Manufacturing
Co. has also expanded its
operations the past year, with
floor space almost double over
the previous year. Rockwell
manufactures meter regulators and meters which are
used by the gas industry
throughout the United States
and other countries.”
While the rapid rise slowed
somewhat, the industrial
growth continued into the
1970’s. Guardpack, a manufacturer of dunnage bags for
shipping, opened in 1970. In 1978
the Sterling Faucet Company
bought the Rockwell factory
which had been on the verge
of closing. Sterling Faucet’s
investment saved 185 Grant
County citizens their livelihood.
The coming decades altered
Grant County’s economics in
various ways, and not every
change was for the better. The
railroad that had been such
a boon in the early part of
the century was closed in the
1980’s. Likewise the J.L. Williams and Sons Mill that had
employed most of Sheridan, in
one capacity or another, closed
and was eventually demolished. West Bend which had
one hundred twenty-two employees at the time, closed its
doors in 1983. The Arkla meter
repair plant that had started
the diversification trend in the
1960’s closed with the turning
of the century.
However, not all was doom
and gloom. An industrial
park was started on the south
side of Highway 270 East
where part of the J.L. Williams and Sons Mill had operated. The West Bend building
was eventually reopened and
is now Centria, a producer of
metal panels, with upwards
of two hundred employees.
Sterling Faucet was acquired
by the Kohler Company in
1984, and currently has grown
to occupy three buildings with
over 900 employees.
During an interview with
Sheridan’s Jim Lancaster, he recalled another company’s move
to Grant County in the 1980’s:
“In 1986 Rohr Industries, an aircraft components manufacturer
based in California, was looking
to build a plant somewhere in
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the southern states of the U.S.
Our local economic development
organization, Grant County Industrial Development
Corp. (GCIDC), learned of this
through an industrial site consultant. So we made a proposal
and two people from Rohr came
to Sheridan and among other
questions, they asked about the
workforces of local plants and
said that in their California
plants the daily absentee rate of
employees was 20% or more. I
was a plant manager then and
told them about how dependable our employees were and
that our absentee rate was less
than 1%. They visited the other
plants here and found how
efficient the employees were
and this was one of the deciding
factors in them building a $10
million plant east of Sheridan.
This plant was later sold and
is now the Kohler Distribution
Center for the southern part of
the country.”
Despite the effort to diversify Grant County’s economy,
a great deal of the income
produced here is still related to the timber industry.
Roughly fifty percent by best
estimate. Long-Bell Lumber
Company’s mill, through a
series of buyouts, became Anthony Harwood Composites,
which creates wooden mats
for heavy equipment. International Paper and H.G. Toler
and Son have continued the
milling tradition near Leola,
and countless independent
logging and trucking companies harvest and haul timber

all over the county.
When asked about future
companies moving into Grant
County, Lancaster shared
this thought: “Companies are
looking at costs and how they
can operate at a cost where
they can be competitive in
their markets. They look at
labor costs, utility costs, taxes, and transportation costs.
They are also interested in
local available housing and
the quality of schools for their
employees. (The negative
here compared to other places
is the fact that we do not have
a railroad or a navigable river
with barge traffic. So plants
that would locate here must
depend only on truck transportation of products. And being on an interstate highway
is also preferable to most. So
this sometimes takes Grant
County out of consideration of
many plants.)”
He also described how
the county’s economy has
changed during his lifetime:
“Young people had few employment opportunities, so
many young men went into the
military. And there was the
draft system then that drafted
nearly all young men into service unless the volunteered.
The draft lasted until 1973. So
people in those years mostly
lived a life with little money.
(I had one pair of shoes at any
time, and my mother made my
shirts out of cloth from flour
sacks or cow-feed sacks.)
“Very few graduates went
to college because they

couldn’t afford it. I write in
my book about Joe Sweatt, the
SHS counselor, who told us
students that the way out of
poverty is education. He told
me if I would go to college I
could get a job on campus to
pay my expenses. I went on
his advice and when I arrived
I had never been on a college
campus. I got a job washing
dishes in the dining hall making 40 cents an hour. I worked
in that dining hall all four
years of my time there, and
never got any money from my
parents – they were wonderful but didn’t have it to give.”
“So life in my early years
was much harder than now,
and I am thankful for that.
And thankful that Grant
County now is in the top
10 counties in the state in
average family income which
is $49,195. https://datausa.io/
profile/geo/grant-county-ar/”
“According to the Census ACS 1-year survey, the
median household income for
Arkansas was $44,334 in 2016,
the latest figures available.
Compared to the median U.S.
household income.”
Grant County’s climb up the
economic ladder has seen quite
a change. It has progressed
from Daniel Boone-esque
trappers hauling ‘coon skins
to a tannery to an economy of
manufacturing, merchants,
and timber. Our diverse, stable
industry provides us with
a livelihood that will allow
Grant County to move forward
another 150 years.

Drug Stores of Yesteryears

(Above Left)
Blakley Drug Store
Early 1920s

(Above Right)
Deer Drug Store
Leola

(Below Left)
Irvin Drug Store
Poyen-Early 1920s

(Below Right)
McCoy Drug Store
Sheridan-1949

(Center)
Haley Drug Store
Sheridan-1913

Photos Courtesy of
Grant County Museum

Wishing Grant County
a Happy 150th!
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Future continues to look bright for
Sheridan, Grant County
BY BYRON TATE
THE SHERIDAN HEADLIGHT

In a section devoted to a 150year look back at Grant County, it would be nice to include a
story on what the next century
and a half holds for the area,
but alas, that is just not practical or possible. As an economist put it, anything beyond
looking forward a handful of
years is just speculation.
That economist would know.
He’s Michael Pakko, chief
economist and state economics
forecaster with the Arkansas
Economic Development Institute at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Pakko, who,
not surprisingly, has a doctorate in economics, was asked
to assess where Grant County
is in terms of its economy and
where that spot positions the
county for the future.
Pakko did some quick
research on the county and,
similar to other indicators
for the area, the numbers are
positive.
For one, from 2010 to 2017,
the population growth was
1.57%, which makes Grant
County one of only 23 counties in Arkansas experiencing
positive population growth
in this decade. The county is
also one of only 28 with positive growth for the year 2018.
That means that about twothirds of the state’s counties
are losing population.
Another good number is that
between 2010 and 2017, employment growth was 9.75% (1.3%
annual rate), making it one of
only 34 counties in Arkansas
experiencing positive employ-

ment growth. In 2018, employment growth is estimated to
have been 0.9%.
Additionally, the preliminary 2018 unemployment rate
was 3.1%, making it the fifth
lowest in the state. That figure
is pretty remarkable considering all of the high-population
centers around the state.
Pakko noted that employment here is concentrated in
manufacturing (accounting
for approximately 40% of total
employment).
“That has been a weakness
for many local economies in
recent years,” he said. “In
Grant County, however, manufacturing employment has
been increasing. Compared to
2007 (prior to the “great recession”) manufacturing employment is down 8.4% nationwide,
down 17.8% in Arkansas, but
has expanded by over 50% in
Grant County. During 2018,
manufacturing employment
surged by nearly 10%.”
Such high numbers associated with manufacturing used
to be the norm for Arkansas,
but after the Great Recession
that started in late 2007 and
another dip in 2012, many of
those industries – and jobs –
have gone elsewhere.
Asked if Grant County’s significant dependence on manufacturing jobs is dangerous,
Pakko said no, not dangerous,
but “highly unusual.”
He said communities that still
rely on manufacturing have
seen jobs decrease because
those plants have become more
automated. In Grant County,
he said, there appears to be

“post-automation expansion
and growth” going on.
Pakko said the near term –
two to three years -- for Grant
County should follow recent
trends, which “look pretty good
for the future.” Out into the
five- to six-year range, there
should be continued growth,
although if there is a slowdown,
which the economy is due for,
the local economy could also hit
a lull. He said that situation is
“not problematic,” but is simply
what happens when an overall
economy cools.
He added, however, that
he is an optimist and that
because the state had not seen
rapid growth, there were not
a lot of economic bubbles just
waiting to burst, such as the
building expansion and bust
that went on in Northwest
Arkansas a few years ago.
Mostly, Grant County, like
other parts of the state, have
experienced slow and steady
growth, which is sustainable.
Should the county diversity more?
Pakko said diversification
is always a good idea, but also
noted that such industry as
timber, which is a huge sector
for Grant County and not included in the manufacturing
numbers, is perfectly suited
for the area, with the timber and lumber mills in the
same place. That sort of local
synergy is a buffer against
the problems that other areas
have with transportation,
which is “cost prohibitive.”
The point, he said, is that
Grant County is doing what
Grant County knows how

to do and that while diversification is a plus, trying to
diversify into unknown areas
is not necessarily good.
So from the outside looking
in, Grant County seems to
be well-positioned for what’s
ahead. But if the house is in
good shape on the outside, so
to speak, there’s still the inside that may need attention.
That’s where the local Kick
Start effort comes into play.
Kick Start Sheridan is a
team of individuals with a vision for the future of the city,
county and Sheridan School
District that includes highlighting the small-town atmosphere and rural living with a
top-notch school system that
prepares its youth for employment in the 21st century,
according to a previous story
in The Headlight.
A member of that group
is Justin Wise, 43, a native
of Sheridan who recently
moved back to town after living and working elsewhere
for 17 years.
The group has a list of items
it would like to see accomplished, all associated with
quality of life issues that
either attract visitors to the
city (and maybe move here)
or make the city more fulfilling to its residents. He said
the group recognizes and
embraces the industry that
has been instrumental in the
getting the area to where it
is today and sees industry as
partners in the area’s growth
in the future.
To accomplish these goals,
the group has five separate

teams, each with its own
focus on improving the area.
The teams consist of Downtown Development, Recreation and Things to Do, Small
Business Development and
Entrepreneurship, Education
and Economic Development
and Infrastructure – all
aimed at creating a healthy,
sustainable future for the
next generation.
He said the meetings that
Kick Start has had have opened
his eyes in many ways. One is
the need for quality childcare
for children 2 and under in
the city. Without such care, it’s
more difficult for parents to
work. Another is the interest in
community theater. A recent
Kick Start subcommittee meeting on that topic had more than
two dozen people in attendance.
Wise said he was unaware of
parents’ needs for childcare as
well as the high level of enthusiasm for theater.
Wise said the group would
like to see Sheridan “build
ourselves” as a destination
spot or “hub” for visitors.
Such things as trails, a bicycle route (which will soon be
a reality) and ballfields bring
people to town, he said, and,
hopefully, there’s enough
business infrastructure in
place to keep them here for
a little longer, spending the
night, perhaps, going out to
eat a few times and doing
some shopping.
Routinely, group members
ask themselves such questions as what is the city doing
to attract younger families

to town, and more specifically, what is the city doing to
attract millennials.
One committee that is
focused on after-school
activities has discussed the
creation of a Boys and Girls
Club. As Wise put it, the Kick
Start group can’t make that
happen itself, but it can help
create an environment where
someone with the interest
and means could feel welcome
making it happen.
Another example of Kick
Start in action has to do with
the county’s waste transfer
station. The station is across
the highway from the city’s
recreation center and pool
and near where a new county library is planned. Even
though the transfer station
was there first, the growth
around it has made the station
a less-than-attractive neighbor. The Kick Start group recognized that and urged Grant
County to look at moving the
station. And County Judge
Randy Pruitt is doing just
that. Officials haven’t said yes
or no, but they are studying it.
Wise summed up the Kick
Start effort by saying that the
individuals who make up the
group are collectively pondering where Sheridan should be
headed and are making recommendations to interested
parties about that direction.
“Kick Start is looking at
growth and what that growth
might look like,” Wise said,
“and it’s helping us create a
plan to make sure we grow in
the right way.”

Happy “150�”
Grant County!

510 SOUTH ROSE
870.942.4623
SHERIDAN, AR 72150
FAX: 870.942.8783
www.crownpointretirement.com

Grant County
Celebrating 150 Years!

We’ve covered a lot of Grant County news over the years; some good, some bad.
One thing we’ve noticed, in someone’s time of need this great place we call home,
pulls together. We’re proud to live in such a great community.
Happy 150th Birthday to a wonderful home!
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Remembering the Good-old-Days – That were not so Good!
BY JIM LANCASTER
SPECIAL TO THE HEADLIGHT

Life in the early days of
Grant County was difficult and
challenging, and we honor the
early settlers for their determination and courage as they
lived and dreamed for a better
time for their children and
grandchildren. Now on the
150th birthday of Grant County,
we celebrate that our generation is living those better times
envisioned by our ancestors.
We often hear people reminisce about the “good old
days,” and perhaps they do
have some good memories that
help them forget just how bad
those days of the past were.
If those referenced good
old days referred to the
lifestyles of early settlers of
Grant County, history shows
that their lives were mostly
about survival, not about
prosperity and pleasure. Can
people of today understand a
lifestyle without electricity,
telephones, bathrooms in
their houses, refrigerators,
television, computers, automobiles, air conditioning,
gas or electric cook stoves
and ovens, kitchen sinks, and
in-house hot and cold water
plumbing? And on health
issues, can we imagine a time
without medical doctors,
antibiotics, smallpox vaccinations, flu shots, hospitals,
surgeries, and dentists when
we have a toothache? But
in the good old days of early
Grant County, people lived in
fear of malaria, tuberculosis,
smallpox, polio, infections
from injuries, and mothers
dying at childbirth, just to
name a few of the health hazards and dreads.
I was born in 1937 in the Little Creek community of Grant
County, and our family saw
a little of the harshness of
the life of the early settlers as
well as the Great Depression
– a lifestyle that is hard for
our children to believe. Our
parents and grandparents
mostly lived a life of daily
struggle and self-reliance.
The struggle was related to
providing food and clothes for
the family, surviving the hot
or cold weather, dealing with
disease or infirmity without
medication, laboring for minimum wages, finding basic
transportation, and trying to
keep their children in school.
Life wasn’t easy for them and
thankfully, we have seen a lot
of change for the better.
Just to feed the family,
we had a water well out in
the yard, a garden to grow
vegetables, a cow or two to
provide milk, butter and an
occasional calf for slaughter
(meat), chickens for eggs, bees
for honey, and a hog or two to
provide pork in the fall and
winter. We heated the old
house with wood and cooked
our food on a wood stove. Our
mothers made our clothes out
of cowfeed sacks and flour
sacks and we never had more
than one pair of shoes.
Cooking required splitting
the wood, building a fire in
the cookstove, getting it hot
enough that the oven would
cook biscuits or cornbread,
and putting a tea-kettle of water on it to heat so there would
be hot water to wash the dishes – and yes, with all of that
preparation, then you cooked
the food. The cookstove had
a big pipe out the top of it to
take the smoke outside, and an
ash pan that had to be emptied
quite frequently. With that description, don’t you appreciate
the gas or electric range of our
time a little more?
Acquiring the food was a

bigger job – mostly we grew
it. A garden provided beans,
potatoes, tomatoes, corn,
onions, lettuce, cabbage, peas,
and okra. Of course all of that
had to be planted, fertilized
(with cow or chicken manure),
cultivated, harvested and then
preserved. We canned what
we didn’t need at the time in
a “canner” that held about 6
quart fruit jars, and did its job
with steam pressure and heat
from the wood cookstove. We
also canned beef and pork when
we had it – I guess I forgot to say
we didn’t have refrigerators or
the electricity to run one.
The cows that provided
milk had to be “milked” every
morning and evening – that
is every day, no matter how
cold or rainy. The “sweet
milk” was kept in a cool place
(like on a rope down in the
well) and it separated as the
“cream” came to the top. The
cream was poured off and put
in a churn, which was a large
piece of pottery that had a lid
with a hole in it. The churn
also had a wooden dasher
with a wooden handle that
went through the hole. To
make butter, the cream was
“beaten” with the dasher for
about 30 minutes, making
the butter form on top of the
remaining milk, called buttermilk. At this point, if you
have not seen this process,
you think – he’s kidding me!
The cows had to be bred
each year to keep them producing milk, and the breeding
created another cow, so that
helped too. If the calf was a
heifer, it was kept for producing milk, but if it was a bull,
it was usually slaughtered for
meat. An occasional bull had
to be kept for breeding, unless
your neighbor had a bull. I
guess this sounds rather
cruel to our children now, but
remember – the object was to
feed the family and survive.
The chickens fed us too.
Keeping chickens required a
chicken house and a fenced
pen to keep them “up” as they
said then. The chicken house
was a place to keep them out of
the rain, but it also provided a
safe place for them to “roost”
(chicken-sleep) and some nests
for them to lay eggs. We gathered the eggs each day and if
we had any surplus chickens,
when the preacher came to eat
with us, we would have fried
chicken. That meant catching
an unlucky chicken, chopping
its head off with the chopping
axe, plucking the feathers and
cutting it up. But fried chicken was such a treat that all of
the blood, guts and feathers
of preparation was worth it.
Fried chicken or meat was
mostly for special occasions
– most of the time it was just
beans and potatoes! You think
I’m kidding? Ask an old-timer.
Hogs were necessary too,
that is if you were to have sausage next winter or materials
to make soap (soap making
is another story). The hogs
were the garbage disposals
of that era. All food scraps,
potato peelings, soured milk,
and even the dishwashing
water were mixed with a little
grain in a “slopbucket” to
feed the hogs at least twice
a day. When fall came and
the weather got cold – it was
“hog-killing” time. Usually,
neighbors pitched in and
helped each other kill hogs,
and the meat was shared with
them for their help.
Hog killing and butchering
was a gruesome process. The
hog was shot in the brain
with a .22 rifle. A large pot or
barrel was placed at an angle
in the ground, and partially
filled with water. Wood was

Charles Whitworth

stacked around the barrel and
burned to get the water to boil.
When the water was boiling,
the men would lift the dead
hog and throw it in the water
to do what they called “scalding the hog,” after which the
hair was scraped off it. After
the scalding and scrapping,
the hog was then “butchered”
(cut up in pieces), and every

fill the washpot and tub with
water. The water in the washpot was heated by building a
wood fire under it. When the
water was hot and steaming,
the clothes and lye soap were
put in and “poked” with the
poking stick to agitate and stir
them. Clothes were lifted out
of the hot water with the stick
and rubbed on a rub board

An Arkansas outhouse from years past
part was used. The small pieces were ground up into sausage with a little meat-grinding device with a handle that
the kids like to turn. The pork
was salted down and put into a
smokehouse for smoking or a
salt box that was kept outside
in the cold. The salt and smoke
would cure the pork so that it
would last until spring. I told
you it was gruesome, but if
you’re hungry, it is good!
We picked wild blackberries
and huckleberries to make
pies and jelly. We usually had
fruit trees to provide apples,
pears, plums and grapes to
make preserves, jelly and pies.
Most of the fruit and berries
were canned so that it would
last throughout the year. I
liked picking wild blackberries so much that I still can’t
resist going out each June to
find a blackberry patch to pick
enough to make a blackberry cobbler. For most people,
blackberry picking is unpleasant because they grow in
places infested with chiggers,
ticks and snakes.
Cutting wood was a constant necessity. We used a
two-man crosscut saw to cut
down and cut up trees (motorized chain saws were not
yet invented), and an axe to
split the wood. The wood for
the heater or fireplace could
be big, but the cookstove
wood had to be small. The
wood had to be cut ahead and
stacked to allow drying time,
or it would not burn well. My
cousin, Leon Lancaster, and I
cut so much wood, we swore if
we ever got grown and could
live in a house with gas, we
would never cut wood again.
But both of us built houses
with fireplaces, but our houses do have gas and we only cut
wood when we want to.
Washday for our clothes was
a hassle for our mothers. It
took a washpot, a washtub, a
poking stick and a rub board.
We would draw water from
the well with a bucket, and

with more soap to remove
stubborn dirt. Clothes were
rinsed in the other tub of
water, hand-wringed and hung
on a clothesline or the fence
to dry. At the end of the day
the clothes had to be gathered
from the fence, brought in the
house for ironing with irons
heated on the cookstove. Do
you believe a kid that grew
up with a clothes washer and
dryer would believe this?
At night our houses were
as dark as a dungeon because without electricity we
only had “coal oil lamps” to
provide light. These lamps
not only gave little light, but
they were dangerous because

they made light by burning a
flame that came from a wick
that extended into the coal
oil or kerosene. The flame of
the lamp could easily start a
fire if left close to flammable
materials. We bought coal oil
for a dime a gallon and kept it
handy to frequently refill the
lamps. To move from room
to room at night you had to
carry the lamp with you.
Because the lamps gave only
dim light, the children had to
do all of their school homework before dark.
I guess the absolutely worst
part of early rural life was the
outdoor toilet. In this part
of rural Arkansas we didn’t
have what the old timers
called “running water” in the
house. That prohibited having
a bathroom. The outdoor
toilets were disgusting but
necessary - they were cold in
the winter, hot and smelly in
the summer, dark at night and
usually had spiders, wasps
and snakes around them. My
grandmother had what was
called a “slopjar” which was a
bucket under her bed, which
she used at night to relieve
herself, and then emptied the
next morning at the outhouse.
We bathed in the same
washtub used for rinsing
clothes, with a little warm water heated on the cookstove.
My mother would line up the
kids for baths, and we all usually used the same bath water.
Try that on your kids now
and see what they will say!
Another part of “survival”
was living with little medical
care. Mothers gave birth to
children right in the home,
sometimes with a country
doctor and sometimes with
a midwife – they had no pain
killers or no cesarean section
option in case of complications. There were no antibiotics for infection and many
people died of pneumonia. My
mother would line up the kids
occasionally for a “dose of quinine” to keep us from having
malaria. And dreaded diseases like tuberculosis or polio
were the fear of every parent.

The medical doctors of that
era did the best they could, but
they had little equipment or
drugs to work with.
Few people had cars, so we
mostly walked or rode a horse
drawn wagon. I wanted a bicycle so bad that I ordered one
out of the Sears & Roebuck
catalogue that cost $9 and
paid it out a dollar a month.
My mother helped me order
it and helped me mail the
payments, and I struggled to
make the money to have the
dollar each month. A time
or two she would help me kill
and dress a chicken to take
to Posey’s store in downtown
Sheridan to sell for 50 cents.
No, I’m not kidding! A dollar
was a lot of money then!
By the time I got to be in
high school, things started
changing. In the early ‘50’s
the REA program started
running electricity to rural
areas of Grant County and Arkansas. So we got electricity,
electric lights and a refrigerator. My dad and I put an
electric pump in the well and
ran a pipe to the kitchen and
my mother thought that was
wonderful. The pump allowed
us to build a bathroom in the
house and we all appreciated
that more than anything else.
When our generation tries
to tell our children and grandchildren of the struggles of the
past, they usually don’t want to
hear about it. But the struggles
of hard times helped build our
country and even Arkansas,
and these hardships helped
mold the character of these dear
folks of the past. Their life was
mostly about extremely hard
work and survival. They didn’t
know about vacations, travel or
how it felt to have money in their
pocket – but they loved each other, helped their neighbors, went
to church on Sunday, kept the
kids fed and clothed, and lived in
hope of a better time.
So as we celebrate Grant
County’s birthday, remember that we are living in that
better time that our ancestors
dreamed of creating – and we
should be grateful every day.

Congratulations Grant County on
Turning 150 Years Old!
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Congratulations
Grant County!
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Editors Note: The following is from the April 1984
Edition of the Grant County
Museum’s “Grassroots”
publication.
The Grant County flag was
officially adopted in 1969
during the county’s Centennial Celebration in a contest
sponsored by the Sheridan
Jaycees. More than 10 flag
designs were submitted for
judging, and county officials
chose the winning entry,
which had been entered by
Elwin L. Goolsby.
The f lag design depicts
the dome of the Grant
County Courthouse and
its clock tower silhouetted in front of a rising sun
bearing the numerals 1869,
the year the county was
created. The rising sun
is a sign of new prosperi-
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The Grant County Flag

ty for Grant County. The
words GR ANT COUNTY,
ARK ANSAS encircle the
design. The entire design
is placed on a forest green
background, the green is

representing the county’s
vast timber supply.
At the time of the contest, Grant County was the
second county in the state
to have its own f lag. There

are two Grant County f lags
on display today, one in
the courthouse lobby and
the other at Grant County
Museum. Both f lags were
made by Olga Winkle of
Sheridan and given to the
courthouse and museum
for display.
The first f lag was made by
Natalie Wisley of Sheridan.
This f lag was hand-painted
on lien and was unfurled
during the Centennial as
the winning entry in the
f lag contest was announced.
Sometime later, the Beta
Eplison Chapter of the Delta
Kappa Gamma Society had
a f lag custom made and
presented to the museum.
This f lag was f lown outside
the museum building until
it became frayed due to the
natural elements.

THE GRANT COUNTY FLAG adopted in 1969 was designed by
Elwin L. Goolsby.
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